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       April 21, 2011 
 
The Honorable Robert Giordano 
Township of Independence 
286 Route 46 
P.O. Box 164 
Great Meadows, New Jersey 07838 
 
Subject: Petition for Plan Conformance 
 2009 Plan Conformance Grant: Module 7 
 Township of Independence - Grant #09-033-011-2112 
 
Dear Mayor Giordano:   
 
Thank you for your municipality’s submission of a Petition for Plan Conformance. On behalf of the 
Highlands Water Protection and Planning Council (Highlands Council), I am pleased to advise you that your 
municipality’s Petition is Administratively Complete.  Within 10 days of the date of this letter, the Highlands 
Council will post the complete Petition on the Highlands Council website at: 
www.highlands.state.nj.us/njhighlands/planconformance/. 
 
The process of substantive review of the Petition will now begin. We anticipate that this phase will require 
45-90 days, culminating in preparation of a Draft Consistency Review and Recommendations Report. This 
Draft Report will provide a detailed assessment of the Petition for Plan Conformance and its level of 
consistency with the Highlands Regional Master Plan (RMP). The Draft Report will be provided to the 
municipality for review and consideration, with a municipal response period to follow, prior to any further 
official action. The Highlands Council notes that the municipality did not request any RMP Updates or Map 
Adjustments; however please be aware that the opportunity to request either will continue throughout the 
Plan Conformance process.  
 
Please be advised that a finding of Administrative Completeness does not preclude the Highlands Council 
from requesting additional information, should it prove necessary during the process of substantive review, to 
clarify, complete, correct, or modify a Petition in the interest of ultimately achieving Plan Conformance. 
 
Please note that this letter has been copied to all individuals on the enclosed Plan Conformance Service List, 
which was developed based on the most current municipal information available to the Highlands Council. 
The list should contain the names and contact information for the specific individuals designated by the 
municipality to receive copies of all direct communications from the Highlands Council regarding Plan 
Conformance. Please review the Plan Conformance Service List for inclusion of all appropriate individuals 
and for accuracy of contact information. To the extent feasible, we would prefer to send copies of the original 

http://www.highlands.state.nj.us/njhighlands/planconformance/




Deborah M. Hrebenak
Administrator
286 Route 46
P.O. Box 164
Great Meadows, NJ 07838

Richard Cushing, Esq.
Attorney
Gebhardt & Kiefer Law Offices
1318 Route 31 North
P.O. Box 4001 
Clinton, NJ 08809-4001

John Cummins
Deputy Mayor
91 Mt. Rascal Road
Hackettstown, NJ 07840

Michael S. Finelli
Engineer
Finelli Consulting Engineers
205 Rt. 31 North
Washington, NJ 07882

Walter N.  Wilson, Esq
Land Use Board Attorney
148 Main Street
Lebanon, NJ 08833

Alfia Schemm
Land Use Board Secretary
286 Route 46
P.O. Box 164
Great Meadows, NJ 07838

Robert Giordano
Mayor
286 Route 46
P.O. Box 164
Great Meadows, NJ 07838

David Banisch
Planner
Banisch Associates, Inc.
111 Main Street
Flemington, NJ 08822
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Land Use Board Chair
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