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Purpose and Scope

An Environmental Resource Inventory (ERI), sometimes called a Natural Resource Inventory, identifies and
depicts the natural and cultural resources present in a community. Natural resources maps and accompanying
narrative provide the basis for inventorying a community’s natural resource components and provide the base
source for resource conservation. Identifying a community’s natural resources is the first step toward
establishing mechanisms for their protection. As an integral component of a master plan, an ERI functions
as the basis for development of natural resources protection ordinances.

The purpose of the Highlands Environmental Resource Inventory Addendum (ERI Addendum) is to provide
a framework that supports the efforts of Husertmmicipatitynametlar Hills to bring its master plan, including
the ERI, into conformance with the RMP. The ERI Addendum is one requitement for Basic Plan
Conformance. It provides critical support to the Conservation Plan Element of the municipal master plan
related to implementation of resource protection requirements in the land use ordinance and health codes of
Husertrmunicipatitynamelar Hills. Additional modifications to the ERI will occur during later stages of the
Plan Conformance process to more fully address requirements of the RMP and to integrate the Highlands
provisions of the ERI with the existing ERI of this municipality.
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Highlands Region

In the Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act (Highlands Act) the Legislature designated specific
boundaries within the Highlands Region as the Preservation Area and the Planning Area. These boundaries
were delineated by the Legislature in the Highlands Act, and as a legislative enactment, are not subject to
modification through the Conformance Process.

The fundamental distinction between the Preservation and Planning Areas is that municipal and county
conformance with the RMP is required in the Preservation Area and is voluntary in the Planning Area. The
Preservation Area consists of nearly 415,000 acres of the Highlands Region 859,358 acres, and is located in 52
municipalities within the seven Highlands Counties. The lands within the Preservation Area were subject to
the immediately effective standards in the Highlands Act and are governed by rules and regulations
subsequently adopted by the NJDEP. The Planning area consists of nearly 445,000 acres and is located in 83
municipalities. There are five municipalities located entirely within the Preservation Area, 47 municipalities
that have land in both the Preservation and Planning Areas, and 36 municipalities that have land only in the
Planning Area.

Through passage of the Highlands Act, the New Jersey Highlands Water Protection and Planning Council
(Highlands Council) was created and charged with the important task of developing the RMP to restore and
enhance the significant values of the abundant and critical resources of the Highlands Region. Through
conformance by municipalities and counties, the RMP will provide for the protection and preservation of
significant values of the Highlands Region for the benefit of its residents.

HusertmunicipatitynamedFar Hills is located entirely within_the Highlands Planning Arca—féusertPreservation—trea

Land Use Capability Map Series

The Highlands Act requires that the RMP include a land use capability map and a comprehensive statement
of policies for planning and managing the development and use of land based upon the results of the
Council’s resource assessment and smart growth analysis. The RMP requires that future land use in the
Highlands Region be guided by the RMP’s Land Use Capability Map (LUCM) Series. The LUCM Series
includes components necessary to protect the natural, scenic and other Highlands resources, including but
not limited to, agriculture, forests, wetlands, stream corridors, steep slopes, and critical habitat for flora and

fauna.

The Land Use Capability Zone map depicts overlay zones to establish areas that address distinguishing
circumstances or landscape features. The overlay zones are superimposed over existing municipal zoning
and are intended to provide a means to address issues of special public interest (e.g. watershed management
area, open space preservation, historic preservation, urban enterprise zone) that the underlying base zoning
may not otherwise take into consideration. The Land Use Capability Zone Map is one of the five capability
maps that support the RMP. The LUCM Series also includes: Water Availability Map; Public Community
Water Systems Map; Domestic Sewerage Facilities Map, and the Septic System Yield Map.
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In the Highlands Region, overlay zones will provide all levels of government (federal, State, county and
municipal) and the public with an indication of areas where special consideration is required to protect
regionally significant resources. Ovetlay zones also indicate where and how development initiatives may occur
based on the ability of areas to accommodate growth. The Highlands LANDS model was designed to
develop the overlay zones each with their own purpose, application, and minimum standards as generally
discussed below and these will collectively be referred to as overlay designations.

These overlay zones distinguish between resource constrained lands, where development will be limited
(Protection Zone), and those lands characterized by existing patterns of human development where,
dependent on municipal planning, land or capacity constraints, additional growth may or may not be
appropriate (Existing Community Zone). The Conservation Zone identifies those areas with a high
concentration of agticultural lands and associated woodlands and environmental features, where development
potential may exist to the extent it is not limited by available infrastructure to support development (e.g. water
availability, the existence of concentrated environmental resources that are easily impaired by development,
the protection of important agricultural resources).

The four sub-zones represent regionally significant sensitive environmental features, in most of which
development is subject to stringent limitations on the extension or creation of water and wastewater services;
however, they do not incorporate all environmental constraints and other factors that may be considered
during local development review and Highlands Project Review. Of the four sub-zones, the Lake Community
Sub-Zone is the only one where the provision of public wastewater or water supply services is not restricted
in the Planning Area. Preservation Area restrictions on the creation or extension of public wastewater or
water supply services apply in all zones and sub-zones.

The Land Use Capability Zones include the following:

The Protection Zone (PZ) consists of high resource value lands that are important to maintaining water
quality, water quantity, and sensitive ecological resources and processes. Land acquisition is a priority in the
Protection Zone and development activities will be extremely limited; any development will be subject to
stringent limitations on consumptive and depletive water use, degradation of water quality, and impacts to
environmentally sensitive lands. The LANDS model uses a 75 acre minimum mapping threshold for the
delineation of the Protection Zone.

The Wildlife Management Sub-Zone (WM) consists of all National Wildlife Refuges managed by the
United States Fish and Wildlife Service and Wildlife Management Areas administered by the NJDEP Division
of Fish & Wildlife’s Bureau of Land Management, within the Highlands Region. These areas are part of a
network of lands and waters for conservation, management, and where appropriate, restoration of fish,
wildlife, and plant resources and their habitats and permit compatible wildlife-dependent recreational uses,
such as hunting, fishing, wildlife observation and photography, and environmental education and
interpretation. There is no minimum mapping threshold for the delineation of the Wildlife Management Sub-
Zone.

The Conservation Zone (CZ) consists of areas with significant agricultural lands and interspersed with
associated woodlands and environmental features that should be preserved when possible. Non-agricultural
development activities will be limited in area and intensity due to infrastructure constraints and resource
protection goals. The LANDS model uses a 75 acre minimum mapping threshold for the delineation of the
Conservation Zone.
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The Conservation Zone — Environmentally Constrained Sub-Zone (CZ-EC) consists of significant
environmental features within the Conservation Zone that should be preserved and protected from non-
agricultural development. Development activities will be constrained through restrictions on the extension or
creation of water supply and wastewater services. The LANDS model uses a 10 acre minimum mapping
threshold for the delineation of the Conservation Zone — Environmentally Constrained Sub-Zone.

The Existing Community Zone (ECZ) consists of areas with regionally significant concentrated
development signifying existing communities. These areas tend to have limited environmental constraints due
to previous development patterns and may have existing infrastructure that can support development and
redevelopment provided that such development is compatible with the protection and character of the
Highlands environment, at levels that are appropriate to maintain the character of established communities.
The LANDS model used a 75 acre minimum mapping threshold for the delineation of the Existing
Community Zone.

The Existing Community Zone — Environmentally Constrained Sub-Zone (ECZ-EC) consists of
significant environmental features within the Existing Community Zone that should be protected from
further fragmentation. They serve as regional habitat “stepping stones” to larger contiguous critical habitat
and forested areas. As such, they are not appropriate for significant development and are best served by land
preservation and protection. Development is constrained through restrictions on the extension or creation of
water supply and wastewater services. The LANDS model used a 2 acre minimum mapping threshold for the
delineation of the Existing Community Zone — Environmentally Constrained Sub-Zone.

The Lake Community Sub-Zone (LCZ) consists of patterns of community development around lakes that
are within the Existing Community Zone and within 1,000 feet of lakes. The LANDS model focuses on lakes
10 acres or greater and delineates this zone as consisting of an area of up to 1,000 feet (depending on the
protection focus) from the lake shoreline in order to protect water quality, resource features, shoreline
development recreation, scenic quality and community character. A future management area is planned,
encompassing the full lake watershed, for protection of the lake water quality. This sub-zone has unique
policies to prevent degradation of water quality and watershed pollution, harm to lake ecosystems, and
promote natural aesthetic values within the Existing Community Zone. The LANDS model used a 2 acre
minimum mapping threshold for the delineation of the Lake Community Sub-Zone.

HusertrmricipatityranreiEar Hills includes fimsertthed=HEZsmesifive Land Use Capability Zones as illustrated in
fensere—Fienre—pmmbert Tigure 2. These include the Protection Zone, Conservation Zone, Conservation —

environmentally _constrained sub-zone, the Existine Community Zone, and the Existine Community -

environmentally constrained — sub-zone. The remaining LUCM Series Maps are included in their respective
sections within the ERI. Net Water Availability Map f#sertFessrennnberiligure 20 is described in the Water
Availability Section. The Public Community Water Systems Map feasert—Fsure—snnberiLigure 31 and the
Domestic Sewerage Facilities Map férsertFignresmnber;-Ligure 32are described in the Utilities Section.
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Highlands Subwatersheds

For many of the Region’s natural resources, the Highlands Council utilized a watershed-based assessment to
evaluate resource integrity and protection needs. A watershed describes an area of land from which all water,
above ground (e.g., rain and snowmelt) and below ground (e.g. ground water), drains to the same point.
Nearly all watersheds in New Jersey are part of larger watersheds, and may range in size from a few acres to
thousands of square miles.

Water moves through a network of drainage pathways, both underground and on the sutface, and these
pathways converge into streams and rivers, which become progressively larger in size (i.e., higher order) as the
water moves downstream and the size of the contributing drainage area increases. The connectivity of
streams is the primary reason for doing assessments at the watershed level. Because water moves
downstream, any activity that affects the water quality, quantity, or rate of movement at one location can
affect locations downstream. The watershed boundaries used for the analysis in the RMP were 14-digit
Hydrologic Units (i.e., subwatersheds or HUC14s). There are 183 HUC14 subwatersheds that are located
partially or entirely within the Highlands Region.

The Husert-mricipatitywamdFar Hills includes portions of, or entite fimsertsmmmbertfour HUC14 subwatersheds,
as depicted on Figure fesertFoisnresinnrber3.

HUC 14 HUC 14 SW Name
Subwatersheds‘[ecll]
02030105060070 Raritan R NB(incl Mine Bk to Peapack Bk)
02030105060040 Raritan R NB(Peapack Bk to McVickers Bk)
02030105060090 Raritan R NB (LLamington R to Mine Bk)
02030103010080 Dead River (above Harrisons Brook)
Hose HHEC Patatab-inPata-dable
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Forest Resources

The forests of the Highlands Region provide essential ecosystem functions, including surface water filtration,
which is important to protecting essential drinking water supplies for the Highlands Region, and air filtration,
which helps to reduce the effects of global warming through carbon sequestration. Forests also serve as
habitat for animal and plant species and are critically important to maintenance of biodiversity in the
Highlands Region. In addition, properly managed, they provide an important renewable source of wood
products.

Historically, forests were the predominant land cover of the Highlands. Today, more than half of the
Highlands Region consists of upland and wetland forested communities (approximately 464,200 acres or 54%
of the total of land area). Despite increasing forest loss due to land development patterns, the Highlands
Region still includes extensive areas of relatively intact forested tracts. More than half of the existing forests
in the Highlands Region consist of contiguous forested tracts greater than 500 acres in size.

Protecting the integrity of Highlands forests is dependent on maintaining large contiguous forested areas and
healthy forest stands. Large contiguous forest tracts have a higher degree of interior, or core, forest. Interior
or core forests provide important ecological values. Core forest habitat is defined as a forest located more
than 300 feet from altered land or a road. Approximately 44% of the total Highlands Region forest area is
core forest habitat. It is important to note, however, that even these large contiguous areas may consist of
many smaller parcels under individual ownership. This presents a significant challenge in efforts to manage
forest for sustained ecological and water quality benefits.

Increased fragmentation of forest tracts is occurring due to land use alterations. This fragmentation results in
quantifiable landscape level changes which include increased edge, reduced forest interior, increased number
of patches, forest patch isolation, and reduced habitat area. Historical and current forest losses due to
changes in land development patterns and poor management activities threaten the protection of the region’s
wildlife, water quality, air quality, and overall ecosystem health.

Sustainable forestry becomes more difficult as woodlot sizes decrease, particulatly with increased
suburbanization occurring around larger properties. Deer overabundance and introduction of non-native
pest species are of significant threat to the region’s forest. An overabundance of white tailed deer, in
particular, is detrimental to forest health and regeneration due to over-browsing.

The Highlands Council assessed the ecological integrity of forests through the examination of landscape level
characteristics at both the forest patch and subwatershed (HUC14) level, utilizing measures of forest
fragmentation, to identify where regionally significant forests are located in the Highlands Region. These are
the forests that are most suited to support ecological processes. The result of this assessment is the spatial
delineation of the Forest Resource Area within the Highlands Region. The Forest Resource Area includes
high ecological value forest areas including those forested areas that exhibit the least fragmentation and are
vital for the maintenance of ecological processes.

The Highlands Council spatially delineated the Forest Resource Area by including those forested areas that
express one or more of the following indicators — a contiguous forest patch of equal to or greater than 500
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acres in size, an area consisting of >250 acres of core forest area greater than 300 feet from an altered edge,
or areas that include >45% of mean total forest cover, and mean distance to nearest patch (HUC14 only).

In addition, the Highlands Council assessed forest cover integrity in the Highlands Region at the watershed
level. Forests are important for the protection of water quality and quantity. To assess forest cover integtity
at a subwatershed level, the Highlands Council assigned a value class to each of the 183 HUC14
subwatersheds in the Highlands Region as follows:

* High Integrity Forest Area — predominantly forested, including a high proportion of forest cover
consisting of high core area, large patch size, and a low distance to nearest patch.

*  Moderate Integrity Forest Area — predominantly forested, but do not exhibit a high proportion of
forest cover, core area or patch size and an increase in distance to nearest patch.

* Low Integrity Forest Area — predominantly non-forested or include low values for proportion of
forest cover and patch size, or a high distance to nearest patch.

Each subwatershed within the Highlands Region was evaluated, using these indicators of forest watershed
integrity to identify forested subwatersheds that provide important water quality benefits. The Forest
Resource Area and the Forest Integrity Indicators are used in the Highlands RMP to achieve the protection
of forest areas in the Highlands Region.

TheHusertmmnicipatityranelar Hills contains {#serfaerest1 427 acres of Forest Resource Areas{Hse =R Data
tab-t1PataTabll, as depicted on Figure XX4. The-asertrmunicipatitynanelar Hills contains {#asertmerest-1,551
acres of Total Forest, as depicted on Figure X%2¢5. The HUC14 subwatershed scores for forest integrity for
Husert—rmnnicipatty—ramelar Hills are outlined in the table below, and are depicted on Figure fsert—Frense
sistrberf0.

HUC 14 HUC 14 SW Name Forest Integrity Score
Subwatersheds\[ecIZ]
02030105060070 Raritan R NB(incl Mine Bk to Peapack Bk) LOW
02030105060040 Raritan R NB(Peapack Bk to McVickers Bk) HIGH
02030105060090 Raritan R NB (I.amington R to Mine Bk) MOD
02030103010080 Dead River (above Harrisons Brook) LOW
Flse ] HEC Data tab-in Data Table

10
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Highlands Open Waters and Riparian Areas

Highlands Open Waters are a critical public trust resource and an essential source of drinking water for New
Jersey. These waters and the associated Riparian Areas provide protection against floods and help to
ameliorate the affects of prolonged droughts. They are also important habitat for numerous plant and animal
species including many endangered and threatened in the State. Highlands Open Waters also provide a wealth
of agricultural, recreational and aesthetic uses for both residents and visitors alike, helping to contribute to a
vibrant regional economy.

Highlands Open Waters include all springs, wetlands, intermittent or ephemeral streams, perennial streams,
and bodies of surface water, whether natural or artificial, located wholly or partially within the boundaries of
the Highlands Region. Specific definitions for the various types of Highlands Open Waters follow:

* Stream — A surface water drainage channel with definite bed and banks. A stream can be perennial,
intermittent, or ephemeral. Perennial streams have a permanent flow of water. Many perennial
streams are shown as “blue line” watercourses on United States Geological Survey Quadrangle Maps.
Intermittent and ephemeral streams do not have a permanent flow of surface water. Surface water
flow in an intermittent stream generally occurs for several weeks or months, due to seasonal
precipitation and/ot ground water discharge to the channel. Surface water flow in an ephemeral
stream generally occurs after rain events, and typically lasts a few hours to days following the rain
event.

* Lake/Pond - Any impoundment of water, whether naturally occutring, or created in whole or in
part by the building of structures for the retention of surface water.

* Seep — The natural movement of water from below ground to the ground surface, many times
forming a pool.

* Spring — A point where ground water flows from the ground to the surface creating a flow of water,
representing the point where an aquifer meets the ground surface. Springs may be ephemeral or
perennial.

* Vernal Pool — NJDEP defines vernal habitat as the following (N.J.A.C. 7:7A-1.4): 1) occurs in a
defined basin depression without a permanent flowing outlet; 2) features evidence of breeding by one
or more species of fauna adapted to reproduce in ephemeral aquatic conditions as identified in
N.J.A.C. 7:7A; 3) maintains ponded water for at least two continuous months between March and
September of a normal rainfall year; and 4) is free of fish throughout the year, or dries up at some
time during a normal rainfall year.

*  Wetland — NJDEP defines a freshwater wetland as an area that is inundated or saturated by surface
water or ground water at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal
circumstances does support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil
conditions, commonly known as hydrophytic vegetation; provided, however, that the Department, in
designating a wetland, shall use the three-parameter approach (that is, hydrology, soils, and
vegetation) enumerated in the 1989 Federal Manual as defined in N.J.A.C. 7:7A-1.4.

The Highlands Council prepared a Highlands Open Waters Inventory using three primary GIS-based spatial

data sets: 1) NJDEP 2002 Land Use/Land Cover (LU/LC); 2) NJDEP 2002 Hydrography Draft (HYDRO)
mapping; and 3) the Highlands Council Supplemental Headwater Stream Delineation.

11
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The Highlands RMP requires a 300 foot protection area buffer around all Highlands Open Waters. Key
functional values that Highlands Open Waters buffers provide or contribute to include, but are not limited to,
habitat, stormwater and flood water retention and filtration, water quality protection, temperature
moderation, aquatic ecosystem integrity and channel integrity. The RMP features a mitigation requirement,
which requires demonstration of no net loss of functional value of a protection area buffer through the
conduct of a Highlands Open Waters buffer functional value assessment. The functional value assessment
entails analysis of the following Highlands Open Waters buffer functions:

* Habitat — No net loss of instream food soutrces and no net loss of terrestrial and aquatic habitat
functional value due to a shift to a less valuable overall vegetative condition in the protection buffer
based on the following continuum from highest to lowest: forest or wetland, scrub/shrub, pastute ot
meadow, agriculture, maintained lawn, unpaved impervious surface, and other structures;

*  Water Quality — A degradation of this functional value will occur if, as a result of the proposed land
conversions, pollutant loads increase to the Highlands Open Waters;

* Temperature Moderation — A loss in temperature moderation functional value will occur if
changes to the existing vegetation result in reduced shading of the Highlands Open Waters or
stormwater that discharges to Highlands Open Waters. Further, a loss in temperature moderation
functional value may occur with the heating of stormwater by new structures and other impervious
surface. Mitigation approaches include removing or relocating impervious surfaces away from the
Highlands Open Water or ensuring that stormwater temperature is reduced through shading or other
techniques; and

*  Channel Integrity — A loss of channel integrity functional value will occur if the project will result
in: the loss of bank stabilizing vegetation; the placement of infrastructure that can be feasibly located
outside the stream corridor; an increase in the peak rate of stream flow generated, or in localized
scour potential, that will increase stream bank and stream bed erosion; or the removal or burial of
aquatic habitat in any substantial part of a stream bed or for threatened or endangered species.

Riparian Areas are hydrologically connected to surface water through overland surface runoff, hydric soils,
wetlands, or subsurface flow. They serve as an interface between surface water bodies (e.g., streams, rivers,
lakes, or reservoirs) and terrestrial ecosystems. Riparian areas moderate fluctuations in water temperature,
help maintain ground water recharge and stream base flow, stabilize stream banks, and provide flood storage
areas. During high flow or overland runoff events, riparian areas reduce erosion and sediment loads to
surface water and remove excess nutrients and contaminants from flood water. Riparian areas also provide
habitat and for a variety of animal species and support terrestrial and aquatic food webs through deposition
of woody debris.

Riparian areas in the Highlands Region were defined and mapped by the Highlands Council using hydrologic
properties of land cover, soil, and evidence of periodic inundation or saturation. Riparian areas include the
integration of Highlands Open Waters with their associated flood prone areas, riparian soils, and wildlife
corridors. A single riparian GIS coverage was created by joining flood prone area, riparian soil, wetland and
stream, and wildlife corridor coverages to create a combined ripatian area map. Each is described in more
detail below.

12
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* Highlands Open Waters — defined as all mapped rivers, lakes, streams and wetlands that are
adjacent to and hydraulically interconnected with a river or stream as identified in the Highlands
Open Water Inventory.

* Flood Prone Areas — defined as NJDEP documented and undocumented flood prone areas and
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 100-year floodplain.

* Riparian Soils — defined as a hydric soil, a soil exhibiting a shallow depth to seasonal high water
table, or alluvial soil.

* Wildlife Corridors — defined as a 300-foot corridor on each mapped stream bank or from the
stream centetline if no stream bank is mapped.

Highlands Open Waters and Riparian Areas located within {Fusertmmnicipatitynamellar Hills are depicted on

Figures finsertFienrernumbersi-1 and 8 respectively. This includes {iserttotatstreaneng#21 miles of streams,
W%%WM&WZDS 26 acres of wetlands and 46.17 acres of lakes / ponds. [ecl3]|-aeres—of
wwetandstakesand-ponds, [isertarresof spenmaterprotection-areast-1,530 acres of open water protection areas,
and—{-ﬁﬁﬁ‘f—ﬂﬁ%@f—ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂ%ﬂﬂ— ,8()2 acres of rlpaﬂan areas—f&lfe—P%H—Qﬂﬁ—éﬁb—w—Qﬂﬁﬂ—TﬂMe} —{—T—éﬂ—f%ﬁ%—ﬁ%

The Highlands Council utilized a watershed-based assessment to evaluate the integrity and protection needs
of Highlands Open Waters at the HUC14 subwatershed level. The Highlands Council assigned a watershed
value class to each HUC14 subwatershed in the Highlands Region based on a cumulative assessment of
selected watershed indicators. The Council created the following watershed value classes for the Highlands
subwatersheds:

* High Resource Value Watershed — A high resource value watershed contains predominantly
forest lands and includes a significant portion of the watershed that is high quality habitat. A high
value watershed typically consists of limited pre-existing developed land within the watershed;

* Moderate Resource Value Watershed — A moderate resource value watershed contains forest
lands and some habitat suitable for rare, threatened, or endangered species, but typically also contains
developed lands; and

* Low Resource Value Watershed — A low resource value watershed contains a low proportion of
forest lands, a low proportion of habitat suitable for rare, threatened, or endangered species, and
typically consists of higher levels of developed lands.

The Highlands Council’s characterization of Riparian Area integrity entailed the examination of existing land
use conditions within Riparian Areas, or those lands that are proximate to a surface water feature. The
Council assigned a Riparian Area integrity value class to each HUC14 subwatershed in the Highlands Region,
based on a cumulative assessment of selected watershed indicators, as follows:

* High Integrity Riparian Area — These areas include subwatersheds with Riparian Areas that exhibit
predominantly natural vegetation, including high quality habitat for water/wetland dependent
species, and a generally low incidence of impetvious area, agticultural uses, and/ot road crossings;

* Moderate Integrity Riparian Area — These areas include subwatersheds with Riparian Areas that
contain a higher incidence of impervious area, agricultural uses, and road crossings, and a reduced
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propottion of natural vegetation, including high quality habitat for water/wetland dependent species;
and

* Low Integrity Riparian Area — These areas include subwatersheds with Riparian Areas that contain
a high proportion of impervious area, agricultural uses, and road crossings, and minimal natural
vegetation, including high quality

Watershed Value for subwatersheds located within {#sertrmmeipatitysaneilar Hills are depicted on Figure

fisertFignrenmmbers).  Ripatian Integrity for subwatersheds located within {sertmicipatitywanseflar Hills
are depicted on Figure feusertFignrenmpmbers-10.
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Steep Slopes Protection Areas

Steep slopes within the Highlands Region play an important ecological, recreational, scenic, and functional
role. Steep slopes and rocky ridgelines provide specialized habitats that are home to rare plant and animal
species. Areas of steep slope provide popular recreational opportunities including hiking, climbing and
wildlife observation. Ridgelines, hillsides, and steep slopes provide scenic views and vistas, which contribute
to the rural character of the Highlands Region and help to define the landscape.

Disturbance of areas containing steep slopes can trigger erosion and sedimentation, resulting in the loss of
topsoil. Silting of wetlands, lakes, ponds and streams damages and degrades wetland and aquatic habitats,
especially trout streams that are found throughout the Highlands and receive the State’s highest water quality
protections. Steep slope disturbance can also result in the loss of habitat quality, degradation of surface water
quality, silting of wetlands, and alteration of drainage patterns. These processes, when severe, can also result
in land slumping and landslides that can damage both developed property and ecosystems. The severity and
extent of slopes, soil characteristics and land cover all affect the potential for damages from the disturbance
of steep slopes. The identification and classification of steep slopes is important to effectively manage critical
natural resources in the Highlands Region.

In order to address the requirements and goals of the Highlands Act, the Highlands Council conducted an
analysis by classifying and mapping steep slopes within the Highlands Region to identify areas that are
significantly constrained by steep slopes and to ensure that the level of protection for these areas is
appropriate. The establishment of steep slope protection requirements is intended not to simply protect steep
slope resources, but to ensure the protection of the natural, scenic, and other resources of the Highlands
Region.

The Highlands Council spatially examined slopes in the Highlands Region using the 10-meter Digital
Elevation Grids generated from the United States Geological Survey’s (USGS) Digital Elevation Model. The
Digital Elevation Model includes digital records of terrain elevations for ground positions at regularly spaced
horizontal intervals, which are derived from USGS quadrangle maps. The Council originally examined areas
of slope in the Highlands Region based on the USGS 10 meter Digital Elevation Model and that exhibited
one of the following grade classifications and these grades were established as steep