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for stream crossings and in floodplains will be weighted to prevent flotation. The pipe will be 
welded together in the staging areas and then carried or floated along the ROW into place. If the 
streambed is composed of unconsolidated material, the pipe will be pulled into place. In 
rock-bottomed streams, the pipe will be floated or lifted across and then lowered into place. After 
the plpe is lowered into the trench, previously excavated material will be returned to the trench 
line for backfill. Stream flow will be maintained at all waterbody crossings, and no alteration of 
the stream capacity will result from pipeline construction. At small streams encountered along the 
ROW, a backhoe, or similar equipment will be used for trench excavation. As a rule, the 
completion of all construction activities at minor (10 feet in width or smaller) and intermediate (10 
to 100 feet In width) stream crossings will not exceed 24 and 48 hours respectively per crossing. 
No major (greater than 100 feet in width) stream crossings be within the proposed route. 

The proposed construction procedures will ensure that potential impacts at all stream crossings 
are minimized. To limit the time required for construction of a stream crossing, the ROW will be 
prepared on either side of the stream prior to the actual crossing. Stream crossings will be 
perpendicular to the flow to the extent practical. Temporary erosion control measures will be 
implemented as necessary to prevent downstream impacts. After the completion of construction, 
streambeds will be restored to their pre-construction elevations and grades. Spoil, debris, piling, 
cofferdams, construction materials, and any other obstructions resulting from or used during 
construction of the pipeline will be removed to prevent interference with normal stream flow. Any 
excavated material not used as backfill will be removed and disposed of in accordance with local, 
state, and federal requirements. Following grading, all stream banks will be restored to pre- 
construction conditions and in accordance with permit requirements. 

For all of these reasons, the Project will have minimal if any impacts on surface and groundwater 
resources. 

5.2 ECONOMIC VITALITY 
The Highlands Act provides that "it Is important to ensure the economic viability of communities 
throughout the New Jersey Highlands and that . . . economic growth in certain appropriate areas 
of the New Jersey Highlands is also in the best interests of the citizens of the State." 
Furthermore, there is a preference for economic growth activities "in or adjacent to areas already 
utilized for such purposes." N.J.S.A. 13:20-2. The Project is consistent with and will advance the 
Highlands Act's goal of ensuring economic vitality, while minimizing impacts associated with 
economic growth, as the upgrade activities are proposed adjacent to the existing 300 Line ROW. 
The proposed Project will generate several hundred temporary construction-related jobs. A 
number of those construction-related jobs are expected to be filled from the skilled New Jersey 
workforce. There will be opportunities for local contractors/personneI to provide their services to 
the Project. The construction crews are likely to make financial expenditures during the 
construction period for food, lodging, shopping, entertainment, fuel, and other similar services and 
products In addition to those expenditures assisting local businesses, they will also generate 
sales tax revenue for the state. The Project will also generate a substantial increase in tax dollars 
for the host municipalities, estimated to be in an aggregate range of $1,500,000 to $2,000,000 
per year based upon comparison to taxes generated in connection with the existing 300 Line. 
The Project will promote enhanced energy supply through diversified natural gas supplies and 
improved reliability In the State and region providing more cost effective energy supply for the 
region. Accordingly, the proposed Project will advance the goal of promoting appropriate 
economic benefits in the Highlands Region. 
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