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October 31, 2008

Re: Executive Order 114
Dear Highlands Mayor:

On July 17, 2008, the Highlands Council adopted the Highlands Regional Master Plan and on the
same day the Fair Housing Act was amended by P.L. 2008, Chapter 46, to create a responsibility for
the Highlands Council to identify and coordinate opportunities for affordable housing on a regional
basis. Recognizing the need for both COAH and the Highlands Council to coordinate the planning
objectives of both agencies, Governor Corzine issued Executive Order 114 on September 5, 2008.
Executive Order 114 directs the Highlands Water Protection and Planning Council (Highlands
Council) to work cooperatively with the Council on Affordable Housing (COAH), the Department
of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) and the Department of Community Affairs (DCA) to
address affordable housing in the Highlands Region.

Ouverview of Excecutive Order 114

Specifically, the Order requires the Highlands Council to review COAH’s third round growth
projections for consistency with the Highlands Regional Master Plan. Thereafter, the Council must
assist COAH in developing adjusted growth projections within the Highlands Region, consistent
with the Regional Master Plan, to be utilized by municipalities that conform to the Plan. The Order
requires the Highlands Council to identify sites and opportunities for affordable housing in
accordance with the recently enacted amendments to the Fair Housing Act, P.L. 2008, Chapter 46.
In addition, the Order requires that the Council preserve scarce land, water, and sewer resources and
dedicate these resources on a priority basis for the production of affordable housing consistent with
the Highlands Plan, and provide priority review for proposed affordable housing projects. The
Order also requires the Highlands Council and COAH to enter into a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) as soon as possible, but no later than November 4, 2008. Lastly, the Order
requires the coordination of the deadlines for revision of municipal master plans and third round fair
share plans for Highlands municipalities seeking to be in conformance with both the Highlands Act
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