
Hometown Approval
Yes on Chester Township’s Petition for Plan Conformance

Chester Township is the home of  
the Highlands Council office – and 
now it is  the first municipality in 
Morris County to receive the ben-
efits and protections of  the High-
lands Regional Master Plan.

The Highlands Council voted 
unanimously on Oct. 21 to approve 
its Petition for Plan Conformance. 
Chester Township is the second mu-
nicipality to win approval, following 
the September approval of  Byram 
Township in Sussex County.

“Conformance to the Highlands 
Regional Master Plan recognizes the 
efforts of  several administrations, 
many citizen volunteers and count-
less hours of  work over the past 20 

years,” said Chester Township May-
or Bill Cogger. “The residents of  
Chester Township benefit not only 
from great open space, preserved 
farm land and parks, but from the 
economics of  sound planning, envi-
ronmental protection and the rejec-
tion of  sprawl. We are driven on the 
road to conformance by our resi-
dents. Today’s approval is a way to 
preserve our way of  life and partner 
with the Highlands Council to con-
tinue to protect our resources.”

As Mayor Cogger also serves as a 
member of  the Highlands Council,  
he recused himself  on matters per-
taining to his municipality’s petition.

From left: James Humphries, Highlands Council liaison to Chester 
Township; Chester Township Mayor Bill Cogger; Highlands Council 
Acting Chairman Jack Schrier; and Executive Director Eileen Swan.

Continued on page 11
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Two For Hunterdon!
Petitions for Lebanon Borough, 

Hampton Borough approved
Two more Petitions 

for Plan Conformance 
were unanimously ap-
proved at the Novem-
ber 19th meeting of  
the New Jersey High-
lands Water Protection 
and Planning Council, 
bringing the total num-
ber to four.

Five more Petitions, 
including the first peti-
tion from a county, are 
scheduled for Decem-
ber’s meeting.

Hampton Borough 
and Lebanon Borough, 
both in Hunterdon 
County, join Mor-
ris County’s Chester 
Township and Sussex 
County’s Byram Town-
ship in the first steps 
of  implementation of  
the Highlands Regional 
Master Plan.

“The Plan Confor-
mance process is mov-
ing successfully ahead,” 
Continued on page 10
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A 135-acre tract slated for 
development is being returned 
to its natural state thanks 
to the efforts of  the High-
lands Council, environmental 
groups, private industry and 
other government agencies.
The former Rezamir Estates 

property, on the border of  
Mount Olive and Washington 
Townships in Morris County, 
was to be turned into a 16-
home development; instead, it 
was sold last year to The Land 
Conservancy (TLC) in part-
nership with The Trust for 
Public Land, Morris County 
and Mount Olive, for $2.65 
million. The forested site has 
wetlands, streams and springs 
that flow directly into the 
South Branch of  the Raritan 
River, an important source of  
public water. 

“This is once again a working 

forest, helping to protect the 
source of  drinking water for 
more than 1 million people,” 
Highlands Council Executive 
Director Eileen Swan said. 
The site had been prepared 

for development, with drain-
age systems, culverts, storm-
water detention basins and 
cement foundations; there 
were also dirt roads, stream 
crossings and footings for a 
bridge. The Land Conser-
vancy’s $350,000 restora-
tion effort was supported by 
funds from the National For-
est Foundation and El Paso 
Corporation; the Highlands 
Council had recommended 
the project to both.
In addition to removing a 

house foundation and restor-
ing the natural streams, TLC 
volunteers also turned two 
large retention basins into 

vernal ponds, replaced inva-
sive vegetation with native 
trees and shrubs, and installed 
a fence to keep out deer and 
give the new plantings time to 
grow.
The site, now known as the 

South Branch Preserve, al-
ready is open to the public 
for passive recreation, such as 
hiking or birdwatching.

Funding to purchase the site 

came from the Morris County 
Open Space Fund (approved 
by the Morris County Free-
holders), the Morris County 
Municipal Utilities Authority, 
Green Acres and the Joha-
nette Wallerstein Institute.

For more information, see 
The Land Conservancy’s 
website at

 http://www.tlc-nj.org/.

Volunteers plant shrubs and trees along newly created vernal 
pools at the South Branch Preserve.             

Photo by The Land Conservancy In New Jersey

Back to Nature For Proposed Development

On November 23, Governor Chris Christie submitted seven 
nominations to the State Senate for membership to the High-
lands Water Protection and Planning Council: 

The nominations are:

Morristown Mayor Timothy Dougherty (D), replacing •	
former Parsippany Mayor Marceil “Mimi” Letts;

White Township Deputy Mayor Samuel Race, replacing •	
Tracy Carluccio; 

Roxbury Mayor James Rilee (R), replacing Chester Town-•	
ship Mayor William Cogger;

Hawthorne resident Michael J. Sebetich, a biology pro-•	
fessor at William Paterson University, replacing Assem-
blyman Erik Peterson;

West Milford resident Michael Tfank, former chairman •	
of  the West Milford Planning Board, replacing Morris 
County Freeholder Jack Schrier;

Sussex County Freeholder-elect Richard Vohden of  An-•	
dover, replacing Timothy Dillingham; and

Hunterdon County Freeholder Rob Walton (R), the •	
former mayor of  Hampton Borough, replacing Bergen 
County Freeholder Elizabeth Calabrese.

The nominations will be considered by the Senate Judiciary 
Committee and, if  approved, the State Senate. 
Five members appointed last year will continue to serve:  

Chester Township farmer Kurt Alstede, the founder of  •	
Alstede Farms and a former township councilman;
Hopatcong Borough Councilmember Michael Francis •	
(R), who also is a member of  the Sussex County and 
Hopatcong Borough Planning Boards;
Bedminster Mayor Robert Holtaway (R), who also is a •	
member of  the Bedminster Township Planning Board 
and Somerset County Economic Development Incentive 
Program committee;
Former West Milford Mayor Carl Richko, a member of  •	
the Board of  Directors of  the Pequannock River Coali-
tion; and
Dover Alderman James Visioli, a member of  the Dover •	
Planning Board and Dover Area Historical Society.

Two existing members are in expired terms and will continue 
to serve until replaced:

Janice Kovach•	
Glen Vetrano•	

Governor Nominates Seven To Highlands Council

http://www.tlc-nj.org/
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The Sussex County Harvest Festival, 
held October 23 at the Sussex County 
Fairgrounds, drew more than 2,000 at-
tendees, said Donna Traylor, coordina-
tor of  the Sussex County Agriculture 
Development Board.
“Our mission was to highlight Sussex 

County and North Jersey’s agritourism 
and agriculture, ecotourism and the envi-
ronment, and arts and heritage tourism,” 
Traylor said. “We had close to 50 organi-
zations, groups and farmers participate. 
The Fairgrounds also was hosting a very 
large East Coast poultry show that day 
that filled two of  our livestock barns 
with 1,100 chickens!”
The Festival, which was free and open 

to the public, had three additional live-
stock barns, children’s activities, pump-
kin painting, and exhibitions of  photog-
raphy, art, and craft skills. 
One of  the groups in attendance was 

the Highlands Water Protection and 
Planning Council, represented by staff  
attorney Kim Ball Kaiser, who provided 
information about how the Highlands 
Act and Regional Master Plan support 
farming in the Highlands. 

“This was a great opportunity for us 

to speak to farmers and other residents 
about the Highlands Council’s goal to 
protect farming as a way of  life in the 
Highlands,” Kaiser said. “Farming has 
been a part of  the Highlands since its 
earliest recorded history, and the High-
lands Council wants to ensure that farm-
ing continues for generations to come.”
The Highlands Council also provided 

information about preserving farms 
through its Transfer of  Development 
Rights program and the State’s Farmland 
Preservation Program.

The Festival, a partnership between the 
County of  Sussex, the Sussex County 
Farm and Horse Show, and Peters Valley 
Craft Center, was supported with grants 
from the Highlands Council and the 
State Division of  Travel and Tourism.

This year was the first for the Festival, 
and Traylor hopes it will return in 2011.

“I hope that next year, we can have even 
more participants who will help get the 
word out about the wonderful resources 
we have in Northern New Jersey.”

Highlands Council staff member Kim Ball Kaiser at the Harvest Festival.

Growing in the Highlands

Celebrating the Harvest in Sussex County

The Highlands Council con-
gratulates Tewksbury Town-
ship’s John Melick, who was 
named the 2011 Outstanding 
Young Farmer by the New 
Jersey State Board of  Agri-
culture.
Melick, 39, will be presented 

with his award at the 2011 New 
Jersey Agricultural Conven-
tion on February 8 in Cherry 
Hill; he also was named one 
of  25 semi-finalists for the 
National Outstanding Young 
Farmer Award.
“John Melick is a 10th-gen-

eration farmer who operates 

a successful multi-faceted 
farming operation on the 
same land as his ancestors,” 
New Jersey Secretary of  Ag-
riculture Douglas H. Fisher 
said. “John and his family set 
the example for the future of  
the state’s agricultural indus-
try by not only being leaders 
in their profession but in the 
community.”

Melick’s Town Farm is 
owned by George and Nor-
ma Melick and their children 
John, Peter (a former New 
Jersey Outstanding Young 
Farmer), and Rebecca. Me-

lick’s is the largest fruit grow-
er in Central and Northern 
New Jersey, with 300 acres 
of  farmland in Oldwick and 
Lebanon Township.
New Jersey annually recog-

nizes the outstanding achieve-
ments of  a young farmer, 
who is an upstanding leader, 
respected agriculturalist and is 

active in community or faith 
organizations.  The Depart-
ment of  Agriculture is now 
accepting applications for the 
Year 2012 Outstanding Young 
Farmer Award.  The submis-
sion deadline for nominations 
is January 15, 2011. 
To nominate a young farmer 

or for more information on 
the state’s Outstanding Young 
Farmer program, visit: www.
nj.gov/agriculture/about/
sba/cover.html.

You can visit Melick’s Town 
Farm online at: http://www.
melickstownfarm.com/.

Oldwick’s Melick Named Outstanding Young Farmer

John Melick

http://www.nj.gov/agriculture/about/sba/cover.html
http://www.nj.gov/agriculture/about/sba/cover.html
http://www.nj.gov/agriculture/about/sba/cover.html
http://www.melickstownfarm.com/
http://www.melickstownfarm.com/
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The mayors of  Chester Township, 
Hampton Borough and Lebanon Bor-
ough spoke about why they love their 
communities and why conforming to the 
Highlands Regional Master Plan was the 
right decision for their municipality.

Mayor Bill Cogger

Chester Township

Bill Cogger was elected to a second 
term as Mayor of  Chester Township in 
November 2010. He also is an executive 
board of  member of  the Raritan High-
lands Compact and served as the Mayor’s 
liaison to the Morris County Agricultural 
Development Board for more than 10 
years. He lives on a 120-acre farm with 
his wife, Marie, and daughter, Cait. He 
is a member of  the Highlands Council 
but recused himself  on Chester Town-
ship’s petition for plan conformance.

Question: What are the most important quali-
ties of  your community?

Mayor Cogger: Chester Township is 

small enough for residents to know and  
care about each other, but has all the con-
veniences of  a community close to one 
of  the largest urban centers in the nation. 
Just an hour from New York City, you can 
see blue heron and eagles flying overhead. 

Question: What benefits do you think con-
forming to the Highlands Regional Mas-
ter Plan will bring to your community?

Mayor Cogger: Conforming to the 
Regional Master Plan just confirms what 
we’ve been doing in Chester Town-
ship for generations – we have perma-
nently preserved more than 12 square 
miles of  open space and farmland.

Question: Any final thoughts you’d like to add?

Mayor Cogger: This is the way gov-
ernment should work. The Highlands 
Council staff  demonstrates an acute 
awareness of  local needs and works with 
municipalities on issues such as pres-
ervation, economic development and 
the designation of  town centers. I have 

not had one complaint from any citizen 
about conformance – only encourage-
ment. It shows that regional planning can 
work without detriment to local interests.

Mayor Kristine Peterson

Hampton Borough

A resident of  Hampton Borough since 
1996, Kristine Peterson served on the 
Borough Council from 2006 until Jan. 1, 
2010, when she was appointed mayor to 
replace Rob Walton, who stepped down 
upon being elected Hunterdon County 
Freeholder. In November, Mayor Peter-
son won the election to complete the un-
expired term, which concludes Decem-
ber 31, 2011. Mayor Peterson and her 
husband Bill have two children, Jessica 
and Zachary.

Question: What are the most important quali-
ties of  your community?

Mayor Peterson: Many of  the resi-
dents in Hampton have lived here their 
entire lives. Those, like myself, who 
have not, moved here for the same rea-
sons... they wanted to live a certain type 
of  life. They wanted to live in a natu-
rally scenic small town where everyone 
knows their neighbors and everyone 
looks out for one another. The residents 
are hard-working, proud people. Even 

From the Mayor’s Office

Talking Conformance With Mayors

Chester Twp Mayor Bill Cogger

Hampton Mayor Kristine Peterson speaks with Hunterdon County 
Freeholder (and former Hampton Mayor) Rob Walton.
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in this time of  financial uncertainty, the 
people of  Hampton have always found 
a way to help one another. I have never 
seen a town so giving of  spirit and so full 
of  generosity.

Question: What benefits do you think con-
forming to the Highlands Regional Master Plan 
will bring to your community?

Mayor Peterson: Conforming to the 
Highlands Plan will help us maintain the 
natural beauty and open space of  our 
small town. In addition, it will enable us 
to serve the best interests of  our resi-
dents and interests of  the entire State of  
New Jersey by protecting and preserving 
the natural resources in our community.

Question: Any final thoughts you’d like to 
add?

Mayor Peterson: I would like to thank 
the Highlands Council and the Hamp-
ton Borough professionals for working 
together so diligently and so well. Your 
combined spirit of  cooperation enabled 
the Borough of  Hampton to be an ac-

tive and informed part of  this process. I 
strongly feel that the efforts of  both par-
ties will enable us to maintain a long and 
successful partnership.

Mayor Mark Paradis

Lebanon Borough

Mark Paradis has served as Mayor of  
Lebanon Borough since 2007, after 
serving on the Borough Council for four 
years.  The U.S. Marine Corps veteran 
also serves as North East Region One 
Director for Bugles Across America, a 
not-for-profit organization founded in 
2000 to provide live buglers at funerals 
for veterans.

Question: What are the most important quali-
ties of  your community?

Mayor Paradis: The most important 
qualities of  Lebanon Borough are our 
volunteers and our small town charm.  
Lebanon Borough is one of  the last 
communities in NJ to function wholly 
on a core group of  volunteers.  From 
Mayor, down to appointed positions on 
various boards, committees and commis-
sions – these volunteers spend countless 
hours of  their time to ensure that Leba-

non Borough maintains the quaint, small 
town charm and historic character it is 
known for. 

Question: What benefits do you think con-
forming to the Highlands Regional Master Plan 
will bring to your community?

Mayor Paradis: Conforming to the 
Highlands Regional Master Plan will 
help ensure Lebanon Borough is both 
protected and help enhance and preserve 
our community’s small town charm and 
historic character.  And while we have 
just completed the conformance pro-
cess, the plan allows a thorough working 
document to ensure positive change and 
protection for years to come.  

Question: Any final thoughts you’d like to 
add?

Mayor Paradis: As an elected offi-
cial, the Highlands Council has been a 
pleasure to work with since starting this 
process.  I believe that many state agen-
cies could use the Highlands Council as 
a model for positive change.  The sup-
port, timely communication and passion 
of  believing in what they do – are above 
reproach and they should all be com-
mended.

From the Mayor’s Office

Cogger, Peterson and Paradis 

Lebanon Borough Mayor Mark Paradis addresses the Highlands Council.

Lebanon Borough Official and 
Volunteer Joseph Hauck, left, and 
Mayor Mark Paradis examine maps 
of the borough prior to the start of the 
Highlands Council meeting.
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Hampton Borough Photo Tour
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Lebanon Borough Photo Tour
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Federal Grants Awarded; More To Come?
More than $800,000 in federal rec-

reational trails grants have been al-
located to 48 projects in New Jersey 
this year, and another $1 million may 
soon be available next year, the New 
Jersey Department of  Environmen-
tal Protection announced.

Applications for the next round of  
federal grants are now being accept-
ed by the DEP for consideration for 
funding in 2011 to develop, maintain 
and improve trails throughout New 
Jersey. The federal funds, which are 
administered by the DEP’s Office of  
Natural Lands Management, can be 
used to improve access to open space, 
enhance environmental resources, 
create urban and suburban corridors 
and provide additional hiking, biking 
and horseback riding opportunities. 

 The deadline to apply to the DEP 
is Dec. 15. Federal, state, county and 
local government agencies, and non-
profit groups are eligible for the fed-
eral funds.

 In 2011, the DEP expects to 
award about $1 million in competi-
tive grants for groups that maintain, 
develop and operate trails. Recipients 
are required to provide a 20 percent 
matching share for each project. The 

funding is contingent upon congres-
sional authorization or an extension 
of  the U.S. Department of  Transpor-
tation’s Surface Transportation Bill.  

 This year, 48 trail projects in New 
Jersey have received $833,109 in 
funding from the Federal Highway 
Administration’s Recreational Trails 
Program. 

Highlands Region projects included 
$25,000 to work with the Hunter-

don County Department of  Parks 
and Recreation to repair and im-
prove trails at Musconetcong Gorge 
Preserve and $25,000 to develop a 
parking area to allow access to the 
Appalachian Trail ADA accessible 
boardwalk over the Pochuck Creek 
wetlands in Wawayanda State Park, 
Vernon Township.

For more information, visit:
www.trails.nj.gov.

Shepherd Lake, Ringwood State Park 

Hunterdon County: Lebanon Township, Trail Improvements: 
$22,050; Student Conservation Association, Inc., Hunterdon 
County Trails Crew: $25,000; Voorhees State Park, Trail 
Maintenance: $8,000
Morris County: Mendham Township, Trail Expansion/
Maintenance Project: $22,250; Mount Olive Township, Turkey 
Brook Park Trails: $6,750; Pequannock Township, Mountainside 
Park Trails: $8,023
Sussex County: Heritage and Agriculture Association, Inc., 
Lusscroft Farm Equine and Hiking Trails: $21,500; Wawayanda 
State Park, Appalachian Trail Access/Parking: $25,000
Warren County: Stephens State Park, Musconetcong River 
Kayaking Trail: $8,500
Multiple Counties: Delaware and Raritan Canal State Park 
(Mercer, Middlesex and Somerset), Trails Maintenance: $24,245, 

Trails Maintenance Equipment: $2,800; East Coast Greenway 
Alliance (Essex, Hudson, Mercer, Middlesex, Somerset and 
Union), Guide to Bicycling and Walking 2011: $15,000; Jersey 
Off  Road Bicycle Association (Atlantic, Burlington, Mercer, 
Monmouth, Middlesex, Hunterdon, Morris, Somerset, Passaic, 
Sussex and Warren), Park Infrastructure Improvements: 
$24,998, Trail Tools, Supplies and Training: $24,990; New 
Jersey Conservation Foundation (Statewide, all counties), New 
Jersey Trails Inventory: $23,500; New York-New Jersey Trail 
Conference (Bergen, Morris, Passaic, Sussex and Warren), 
Managing Invasive Plant Species Along Trails: $7,416, Trail 
Conditions Inventory: $24,200; State Park Service - Central 
Region, (Hunterdon, Mercer, Middlesex, Monmouth, Morris 
and Somerset) Trail Maintenance Equipment: $12,000, Trail 
Utility Vehicle: $17,200

Approved Recreational Trail Projects in the Highlands Region:

http://www.trails.nj.gov
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Centers of Attention in Warren County
Alpha, Phillipsburg submit conformance petitions, request Highlands Center designations

Two Warren County municipalities 
in September submitted petitions to 
the Highlands Water Protection and 
Planning Council for Plan Confor-
mance and have asked for Highlands 
Center designations, following in the 
footsteps of  Byram Township.
Alpha Borough and the Town of  

Phillipsburg are entirely in the Plan-
ning Area of  the Highlands Region, 
where conformance to the Regional 
Master Plan is voluntary.
“Through collaboration with the 

Highlands Council, municipalities are 
seeing that Plan Conformance can 
be a ‘one-stop shop’ to meet their 
desires of  protecting the environ-
ment while planning for economic 
development in areas that have the 
infrastructure in place to support it,” 
Highlands Council Acting Chairman 
Jack Schrier said.
In September, the Highlands Coun-

cil approved petition for Plan Con-
formance and Highlands Center des-
ignation for Byram Township, allow-
ing the Sussex County municipality to 
protect its extensive natural resources 
and rural community character while 

adding a mixed-use development 
project to provide jobs, homes and a 
park along Route 206.
Phillipsburg officials have requested 

a Town Center, replacing an expired 
center designation under the State 
Plan. Under their proposal, the entire 
town would be recognized as a High-
lands Town Center, with commercial, 
residential and civic use develop-
ment incorporating historic features, 

streetscape, bicycle and pedestrian 
access, and transportation.
“A Town Center would allow Phil-

lipsburg to use transportation and 
economic planning to pursue local 
development/redevelopment ini-
tiatives in a key area of  the Warren 
County region,” said Eileen Swan, 
Executive Director of  the Highlands 
Council.  “This is consistent with the 
Highlands Act goal of  encouraging 
economic growth in the Planning 

Area in or adjacent to areas already 
utilized for such purposes, while still 
protecting natural resources.”
Alpha Borough is asking for a cen-

ter designation to support its existing, 
zoned industrial district. Through the 
center designation, Alpha Borough 
could apply for state grants to pay for 
economic development planning as 
well as changes to its master plan and 
land use ordinances.
Adding Alpha and Phillipsburg 

brings the number of  petitions filed 
with the Highlands Council to 64 (59 
from municipalities and five from 
counties). The 59 municipal petitions 
cover 395,660 acres (95 percent) in 
the Preservation Area and 157,150 
acres (35 percent) in the Planning 
Area, for a total of  552,810 acres (64 
percent) in the Highlands Region.
More information about the Plan 

Conformance process, including the 
Plan Conformance Tracking Sheet 
with information on each petitioning 
municipality and county, can be found 
on the Highlands Council website: 
http://www.highlands.state.nj.us/

njhighlands/planconformance/

The Morris County Board of  Chosen Freeholders approved 
$17.7 million to purchase 738 acres of  land, with an eye toward 
connecting parcels of  already preserved lands to create large 
contiguous swathes of  green space. 

The Morris County Preservation Trust made recommenda-
tions to the Morris County Freeholders, which approved the 
purchases on November 10. The purchases are spread over 13 
towns in Morris County.

The purchases will link up hundreds of  acres of  open space, 
including along Rockaway Valley Road in Boonton Township, 
Denville, and Rockaway Township; in the watershed of  the 
South Branch Raritan River in Mount Olive and Washington 
Township; and in the Schiff  Natural Lands Trust in Mendham 
Township.

Funds also will be used to create a natural buffer against 
flooding along the Pompton River in Pequannock.

Morris County Freeholder Jack Schrier, who also is Acting 
Chairman of  the New Jersey Highlands Council, said the pur-
chases show that land doesn’t necessarily have to be undevel-
oped in order to create open space.
“Land can be restored,” he said. “We can bring it back to its 

natural state.”
The funding comes from a 2-cent open space tax.
The purchases included the Primrose Farm Estates, a 45.4 

acre property in Harding, for $2.45 million; $4 million to buy 
the 125-acre Pleasant Valley Farm in Mendham Township; 
$1.25 million to buy 46.7 acres in Mine Hill; and 8.2 acres for 
$1.5 million in Mountain Lakes.

Morris County To Buy 738 Acres for Open Space

http://www.highlands.state.nj.us/njhighlands/planconformance/
http://www.highlands.state.nj.us/njhighlands/planconformance/
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Highlands Council Acting Chairman 
Jack Schrier said. “Each community that 
agrees to adopt these protections is not 
only protecting its natural resources and 
quality of  life, but also the drinking wa-
ter for millions of  New Jersey residents 
inside and outside of  the Highlands.”

Hampton Borough, situated on the 
banks of  the Musconetcong River, has 
823 acres in the Preservation Area and 
134 acres in the Planning Area; the mu-
nicipality petitioned to conform for the 
entire municipality. Lebanon Borough, 
a 577-acre community located north of  
the Round Valley Reservoir, is entirely 
within the Planning Area. 

In its Petition for Plan Conformance, 
Lebanon Borough requested a Map 
Adjustment for an undeveloped but 
approved site owned by the Bellemead 
Development Corporation that is part 
of  the existing Route 78 Corporate Cen-
ter. The Map Adjustment, also approved 
by the Highlands Council, recognizes 
the limited resources onsite and assists 
in ensuring its development capacity for 
commercial/office use under a “corpo-
rate campus” style of  development. 

“Conforming to the Highlands Region-
al Master Plan gave us the opportunity 

to partner with the Highlands Council 
to enhance preservation of  our com-
munity’s historic character and natural 
beauty, while also pursuing the economic 
development of  the next phase of  the 
Route 78 Corporate Center,” Lebanon 
Borough Mayor Mark Paradis said.

More information about Lebanon 
Borough’s Petition can be found on the 
Highlands Council website:

http://www.highlands.state.nj.us/
njhighlands/planconformance/leba-
non_boro.html

Hampton Borough is using confor-
mance to preserve its existing rural char-
acter, Mayor Kristine Peterson said.

“Hampton Borough is a community 
rich in history and natural beauty. The 
residents are filled with abundant pub-
lic spirit. They are very proud of  this 
small rural town they have chosen to call 
home.  Conformance to the Highlands 
Regional Master Plan allows Hampton 
to plan comprehensively for our com-
munity’s future using the best available 
data,” Mayor Peterson said.

More information about Hampton’s 
Petition can be found on the Highlands 
Council website at:

http://www.highlands.state.nj.us/
njhighlands/planconformance/hamp-
tonboro.html

These actions by the Highlands Council 
do not take effect until 10 business days 
after a copy of  the minutes of  the meet-
ing have been delivered to the Governor 
to allow time for his review.

Petitions Approved for Hampton, Lebanon Boroughs
Continued from page 1

From left: Hampton Borough Attorney Richard Cushing; Judy Thornton, 
Highlands Council liaison to Hampton Borough; Hampton Borough Planner Carl 
Hintz; Hampton Borough Mayor Kristine Peterson, Highlands Council Acting 
Chairman Jack Schrier; Hunterdon County Freeholder Rob Walton, former 
Mayor of Hampton Borough; and Executive Director Eileen Swan.

From left:  Christine Danis, Highlands Council liaison to Lebanon Borough; 
Lebanon Borough Planner Carl Hintz; Lebanon Borough Official and Volunteer 
Joseph Hauck; Lebanon Borough Mayor Mark Paradis; Highlands Council 
Acting Chairman Jack Schrier; and Executive Director Eileen Swan.

http://www.highlands.state.nj.us/njhighlands/planconformance/lebanon_boro.html
http://www.highlands.state.nj.us/njhighlands/planconformance/lebanon_boro.html
http://www.highlands.state.nj.us/njhighlands/planconformance/lebanon_boro.html
http://www.highlands.state.nj.us/njhighlands/planconformance/hamptonboro.html
http://www.highlands.state.nj.us/njhighlands/planconformance/hamptonboro.html
http://www.highlands.state.nj.us/njhighlands/planconformance/hamptonboro.html
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Highlands Council staff  member Na-
than McLean has traveled the world, but 
he’s always happy to come home to the 
New Jersey Highlands.
“My favorite season in the Highlands is 

fall,” Nathan said. “I enjoy exploring the 
Highlands the most when the air is cool 
and the leaves are in full color.”
Exploring is one of  Nathan’s favor-

ite hobbies – he’s been to 44 of  the 50 
U.S. states, as well as Germany, Austria, 
France, Mexico, New Zealand, Belize, 
and the Exumas.
“I love to travel to see interesting plac-

es and have new experiences,” he said. 
“ The one thing that has surprised me 
about traveling is how much the people 
you meet influence the enjoyment of  the 
my trips.”
His wish list for future destinations in-

cludes Tanzania, Chile, Argentina, Ha-
waii, the Pacific Northwest, and Antarc-
tica. Nathan likes to stay in motion even 
when he’s not traveling: “I’ve run seven 
marathons or ultra marathons, and I’m 
currently training for the Boston Mara-
thon,” he said. He also enjoys fishing, 

skiing, hiking, kayaking and nature pho-
tography.

Nathan’s professional career began in 
1997, developing a roads and trails data-
base of  the Ozark National Scenic Riv-
erways for the National Park Service; he 
also worked as a planner and Geograph-
ic Information Systems (GIS) technician 
for the City of  Springfield, Missouri; as 
a geo-spatial analyst for the Department 
of  Defense; and as a GIS specialist for 
an engineering consulting firm. He has 
a master of  science in resource planning 
from Southwest Missouri State Univer-

sity and a bachelor of  science in geogra-
phy with a focus in geology from North-
west Missouri State University. He came 
to the Highlands Council as an intern in 
August 2006 and was hired the following 
year as a GIS Specialist.
“A typical day at the Highlands could 

include calculating Highlands Devel-
opment Credit allocations, updating a 
multitude of  GIS layers, creating videos 
of  aerial flyovers, or visiting one of  the 
conforming municipalities to take pho-
tographs for an upcoming council meet-
ing,” he said.
Nathan, who lives in Hunterdon Coun-

ty with his wife, Taryn, said he enjoys 
working here because he believes in the 
mission of  the Highlands Council: to 
protect the state’s drinking water.
“But almost as important as water pro-

tection is the preservation of  the charac-
ter of  natural places within the Highlands, 
as well as preserving our farmland,” he 
said. “Protecting the Highlands will still 
allow towns to develop, but in a way that 
keeps with the character of  their existing 
community, which is a large part of  what 
makes the Highlands special.”

“This is a significant day not 
only for Chester Township 
but also for Morris County,” 
said Highlands Council Act-
ing Chairman Jack Schrier, 
who also is a Morris County 
freeholder. “It demonstrates 
that in Morris County, the 
county with more towns in 
the New Jersey Highlands 
than any other, we are able 
to have a vibrant residential 
community, a healthy agri-
cultural industry as well as 
the protection of  our criti-
cal natural resources. These 
are desirable goals, and with 
proper planning, they can go 

hand-in-hand. The Highlands 
Council works to ensure pro-
tection of  resources and eco-
nomic vitality for the region.”
Chester Township has lands 

in both the Preservation 
Area, where conformance to 
the Regional Master Plan is 
mandatory, and the Planning 
Area, where conformance is 
voluntary; the township peti-
tioned to conform for both. 
Nearly 40 percent of  Ches-

ter Township – 11.3 square 
miles – is preserved open 
space, including 809 acres 
of  preserved farmland. The 
township also is home to sev-
eral major state, county and 

municipal parks, including 
Hacklebarney State Park, the 
Black River Wildlife Manage-
ment Area and Black River 
Greenway and Black River 
Park, Bamboo Brook Out-
door Education Center, Tiger 
Brook Park and Chubb Park.
“The Highlands Council is 

continuing to build on rela-
tionships forged with munici-
palities in order to implement 
the Highlands Regional Mas-
ter Plan,” Highlands Council 
Executive Director Eileen 
Swan said. “The people of  
New Jersey will look back in 
years to come and recognize 
that these partnerships wisely 

protected essential water re-
sources for the future of  our 
state.”
During the Council’s public 

hearing, strong support for 
Chester Township’s Petition 
for Plan Conformance was 
expressed by the Highlands 
Coalition and the Association 
of  New Jersey Environmen-
tal Commissions.

More information about 
the Petition for Plan Confor-
mance can be found on the 
Highlands Council website:

http://www.highlands.state.
nj.us/njhighlands/plancon-
formance/chester_twp.html.

Continued from page 1

Chester Township Gets Highlands Protections

Staff Spotlight

Highlands GIS Specialist Loves To Travel

Nathan (and a king salmon) in Alaska 
on the Talkeetna River in 2003.

http://www.highlands.state.nj.us/njhighlands/planconformance/chester_twp.html
http://www.highlands.state.nj.us/njhighlands/planconformance/chester_twp.html
http://www.highlands.state.nj.us/njhighlands/planconformance/chester_twp.html
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At its December 10th meeting the 
New Jersey Highlands Development 
Credit Bank (Bank) approved offers to 
purchase the Highlands Development 
Credits (HDCs) for four new properties 
in the Preservation Area under its Initial 
Purchase Program.

The Bank was established by the High-
lands Council in June 2008 to assist in 
implementing the Highlands Transfer of  
Development Rights (TDR) Program. 
Executive Order 114 (September 2008) 
capitalized the Bank with $10 million in 
initial funding. These funds are current-
ly being used by the Bank to purchase 
HDCs allocated under the TDR Pro-
gram from property owners experienc-
ing extenuating financial hardship. 

During the Bank’s first round of  hard-
ship consideration, it offered to acquire 
the HDCs of  5 properties at a cost of  
$1.724 million.  To date, the Bank has 
closed on two of  those offers perma-
nently protecting 109 Acres in the Pres-
ervation Area.

With this second round, the HDC Bank 
offered to purchase $852,000 worth of  
HDCs, which if  accepted will preserve 
an additional 82.37 acres in the Preserva-
tion Area.  Upon completing the second 

round, the Bank will have approximately 
$7.4 million for future HDC acquisition 
rounds.
HDCs acquired by the Bank may later 

be sold to those wishing to use the cred-
its to develop properties in receiving 
zones.  Under the Highlands Act, mu-
nicipalities may voluntarily create these 
receiving zones. The Highlands Council 
established a grant program to assist mu-
nicipalities in studying the feasibility of  

creating receiving zones. Eleven munici-
palities are currently proceeding through 
the grant process.  Additionally, Gov-
ernor Chris Christie signed legislation 
in May allowing any municipality in the 
State to establish a voluntary Highlands 
TDR receiving zone.
More information about the TDR Pro-

gram and HDC Bank is available on the 
HDC Bank website, http://www.high-
lands.state.nj.us/njhighlands/hdcbank/.

Dec. 15-17: Hearth and Home: A Century of  Family Life, 
Macculloch Hall Historical Museum, Morristown
Dec. 16: Highlands Council Meeting, Chester Twp
Dec. 16: Youth Holiday Centerpiece Workshop, 
Frelinghuysen Arboretum
Dec. 16: Candlelight Night, Clinton
Dec. 17: Winter Solstice Celebration, Lewis Morris Park, 
Morris Twp
Dec. 17-18: Festival of  the Woods, Weis Ecology Center, 
Ringwood
Dec. 19: Santa on Main Street, Clinton
Dec. 19: Holiday Stress Relief  Hike, Great Swamp Outdoor 
Education Center

Dec. 19: Storytelling, Washington’s Headquarters Museum, 
Morristown
Dec. 20: Eagle Watching Trip, Great Swamp Outdoor 
Education Center
Dec. 28-29: Holiday Break Hikers, Schiff  Nature Preserve
Dec. 31: First Night Morris County, Morristown
Jan. 9: Kids Tour of  the Ford Mansion, Morristown
Jan. 15: Owls on the Prowl, Weis Ecology Center, 
Ringwood
Jan. 16: The Fungal Hyphum: Up Close and Personal, 
Frelinghuysen Arboretum
Jan. 16: Weis Winter Ecology, Weis Ecology Center, 
Ringwood

Highlands Happenings

                                          Submissions for Highlands Happenings may be sent to: craig.garretson@highlands.state.nj.us

This 16-acre property in Bethlehem Township is the first property preserved 
under the HDC Bank’s Initial Purchase Program.

HDC Bank Approves Four More Offers

Unless otherwise noted, photos by Nathan McLean, Highlands Council Staff
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