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Subject: Petition for Plan Conformance 
 2009 Plan Conformance Grant: Module 7 
 Wharton Borough – Grant #09-033-011-1439 

 
Dear Mayor Chegwidden:   

 
Thank you for your municipality’s submission of a Petition for Plan Conformance. On behalf of the 
Highlands Water Protection and Planning Council (Highlands Council), I am pleased to advise you that your 
municipality’s Petition is Administratively Complete.  Within 10 days of the date of this letter, the Highlands 
Council will provide public notice of and will post the complete Petition on the Highlands Council website at: 
www.highlands.state.nj.us/njhighlands/planconformance/.  
 
The process of substantive review of the Petition will now begin. We anticipate that this phase will require 
45-90 days, culminating in preparation of a Draft Consistency Review and Recommendations Report. This 
Draft Report will provide a detailed assessment of the Petition for Plan Conformance and its level of 
consistency with the Highlands Regional Master Plan (RMP). The Draft Report will be provided to the 
municipality for review and consideration, with a municipal response period to follow, prior to any further 
official action. The Highlands Council has already begun consideration of RMP Updates and Map 
Adjustments requested by the municipality. These proposed changes were initially addressed in a letter dated 
March 15, 2010. We will advise you regarding the schedules, process and information needs regarding such 
requests. The opportunity to request new or additional RMP Updates will continue throughout the Plan 
Conformance process via an automated process being developed for the Highlands Council website.  
 
Please be advised that a finding of Administrative Completeness does not preclude the Highlands Council 
from requesting additional information, should it prove necessary during the process of substantive review, to 
clarify, complete, correct, or modify a Petition in the interest of ultimately achieving Plan Conformance. 
 
Please note that this letter has been copied to all individuals on the enclosed Plan Conformance Service List, 
which was developed based on the most current municipal information available to the Highlands Council. 
The list should contain the names and contact information for the specific individuals designated by the 
municipality to receive copies of all direct communications from the Highlands Council regarding Plan 
Conformance. Please review the Plan Conformance Service List for inclusion of all appropriate individuals 
and for accuracy of contact information. To the extent feasible, we would prefer to send copies of the original 
paper communication to Service List representatives by e-mail. Please be aware that the Service List will 
become a public document, however, and should not contain personal e-mails that individuals may wish to 
keep private. Should modifications to the Service List be necessary, please forward the requested changes by 
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