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.I DEC1 5 2008 ~ I

RESOLUTION 2008-121 ,uU 0. OJ I

nOROUGH OF CHESTER, MORRIS COUN1l\tYJ\~ ( I

NOTlC.EOF INTF;NTTO STUny PETITIONING THE IJJGHLANDSCOUNCIL
FOR PLAN CONFORMANCE

WHERIi:AS, the Highlands Water Protection and Plonning Act (Highlands Act), ri).S.A. 13:20-
let seq.. finds and declares that protection of the New Jersey Higblands is an i~~ucof State level
importance becQuse of its vjtallink to the future of the SIDle's drinking WDlC.rsupplies and nth.:r
key notUra!resources; and

WHEREAS, the Highlands Act creates a coordinated land use planning system requiring the
Highlonds Water Protection and Planning Council (Highlands Council) to prepare and adopt a
Regional MIl~t.crPlan (RMP) for the 1-lighlaTldsRegion ond requiring that wit.hin nine to .15
months aftcr Septcmber 8. 2008, cach eOU.rltyand municipality locatcd wholly or partially in the:
Preservat.ion Area mU$tsubmit a Petition for Plan Confonnonee to the I-lighhmdsCouncil for thlll
portion of its jud~dic1:ionlying within the Preservlltion Area,;and

WHEREAS, The Borough of Chester lies within the Highlands Region as defined by the
Highlands Act; IUJd

WHEREAS, The Borough of Chester Borough is located in the l'lilnoing Area created under thc
Highlands Act, bUIno part of thi!; municipality is ]ocated in the Presel-vatioo Arca. and thcrcfore
eonformnncc with tbe RMP by Chester Borough is discrehonary; and

WHEREAS, the thoughtful. exercise of discretion in rellching a dccision about 51.1bmittinga
petition seeking voluntary compliance with the RMP rcquircs an analysi~ of known positive and
neglltive criteria thilt should bc based upon a professional study using relillhle. accepted
methodology; and

WHEREAS, the Governor has ordered Council on AffordDble Housing (COAf-I), The NJDEP,
NJDCA., 4nd thc HighJand~ Council to work in cooperation to review COAH's third rouod
groWth projections aod develop adJusted growth projections within (he Highlands Region,
consi~lcnt with the RMP, 1Obe:utilized by municipalities that conform to 'the RMP; and

WHEREAS, 1J1iswork of the referenced State agencie!\, in process at this time, will result in
IIdju9tments that are CUtrcntly IUlknown, but are expected to bc produced within a reasonable:
time; and

WHEREAS, the Highlands Act specifies that conformalJce with the Regional Master Plan (Plan
Conformllnce) requires revisions to municipal and county master plans and development
regulations as applicable to the development ond WlCof land to align them with the goals,
requirements and provisions of the Regional MaF.terPhm; and

WHEREAS, the chIJracter and probable impacts of such revi$ions can only be developed
tJU'oughcareful study by qUIIIi(icdprofessionals,a ~copcof work that is beyond the budgcted
rCsourccsof ChesterBorough,and

WHE1~EAS, grant flUlding ;s currently avaiJable through the Highlands Couocil for RlVIPplan
eonfonnance sTUdies,including a rev.i.ewof thc Councilon AffordableHousingthird round
growth proJcctlons, upon which thc affordable housing obligation of Che~(er Borough is based:
aod

WHEREAS. the Highland!'; Couocil's Plan Conformance Guidclincs provide that for
jurisdiction!: with any lands in (he Planning Area, a Notice of Intent to conform to the Regional
Master Plan mllYbe $ubmi11edat any timc; and

WHER~AS, the Borou~h of Chester believes that it may be: in the hest interest of the Borough
of Chester to study sUbmiuing a petition to the Highlands Council sccking voluntary RMP
c()nfonnanee.
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NOW, THEREFORE BE JT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of 1.hcBorough of
CheSler, being 10elliedentirely within thc Plal1ningArea, hereby provide~ the Highlands Council
Withthi.9Notice oOntent to ~tUdypetitioning the Highlands Council for PlaJ1CMfomlance

BE IT FURTHEn RESOLVE.D. in accordance with the Highlands Council's Plan
Conformance Guidelines, neither this Notice, nor a Notice of Intel1! to submit a C<1r:1fOmlanec
Petition is binding with respect [0 lands within the Planni"B Area.

aE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, thOltthe Mayor ond Council of the Borough of Chester expect
that the Highlands Council will provide grant funding for a study of the impacts of RMP
Conformancc lIpon Chester Borou.gh. beginning WIth a preliminary assessment RMP, nnd that
further 3ctior) by the Borough on that study is contingent upon this funding; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOL VED~thst in IIccordance with this Resolution, the Chesler Borough
Council may suspend or diseonti"ue study of the RMP Conformance process if and when the
Mayor and Council determine that Highlands RMP Confomumce .is not dc!nrablc or eOn$istcnt
wilh the Borough's Master Plnn, land u~egoals and objectives, or deve.lopment objectives for the
Borough of Chester, or for any other reason, or for no rcason; and

DE IT FURTJ:IER RESOLVED. thi!; Resolution j!; notice to the Highlands Council thot the
Mayorand Councilof the Boroughof Clu:sterhas set Junc J5, 2009 or 120daysafter COAl-I
develop~ it.~adjusted growrh projections within the Highlands Regior:'!,with a specific component
number IIssigned to Chester Borough, whichever is later. n.s the target date for a decision on
whetJlcr the Borou!:!hwill submit a Petition for Plan Confonllancc

~~K~KNNNN~~N~N~NNKNN~NNKNK~NKNNNNNKNNNNNNNNNN~

CRR.TIFICATION: I herehy certify the foregoing to be a tnJe and correct copy of a resolutioJ)
duly adoptedby the Mayor and Councilof the Boroughof ~st(:r, New Jersey, at ~.mecting
hdd on Novcmber 3, 2008.

J!~a.
Valerie A. Egan. Muni
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Name Aye Nay A!>sent Abs1aln
DavIs 2. )(
Finney tvt X
Jllersen X
Marshuetz X.

Robshaw )(
Schloesser .x


