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RESOLUTION 2008-121

o 181
BOROUGH OF CHESTER, MORRIS COUNTYY 43 O Sa—

NOTICE OF INTENT TO STUDY PETITIONING THE HIGHLANDS COUNCIL
FOR PLAN CONFORMANCE

WHEREAS, the Highlands Water Protcction and Planning Act (Highlands Act), N.I.S.A. 13:20-
1 er seq.. finds and declarcs that protection of the New Jersey Highlands is an issuc of State level
importance becausc of its vilal link to the futurc of the Stote’s drinking weler supplics and other
key natural resources; and

WHEREAS, the Highlands Act creates a coordinated land use planning system requiring the
Highlands Water Protection and Plasning Council (Highlands Council) to prepare and adopt a
Regional Master Plan (RMP) for the Highlands Region and requiring that within minc to 15
months alter Scptcmber 8. 2008, cach counly and municipalily located wholly or partially in the
Preservation Arca must submit a Petition for Plan Conformance to the Highlands Council for that
partion of its jurisdiction lying within the Preservation Arca: and

WHEREAS, The Borough of Chester lics within the Ilighlands Region as defincd by the
Highlands Act; and

WHEREAS, The Borough of Chester Borough is locaied in the Planning Arca created under the
Highlands Acl, but no part of this municipality is Jocated in thc Preservation Area. and thercfore
conformance with the RMP by Chester Borough is discretionary; and

WHEREAS, the thoughtful exercise of discretion in reaching a dccision about submitling a
petition seeking voluntary compliance with the RMP requires an analysis of known positive and
negative crtcria that should bc based upon a professional study using reliable. accepted
methadology, and

WHEREAS, the Govemnor has ordered Council on Affordable Housing (COAH), The NIDEP,
NIJDCA, and the Highlands Council to work in cooperation to review COAH's third round
growth projcctions and devclop adjusted growth projections within the Highlands Region,
congistent with the RMP, to be utilized by munieipalities that conform to thc RMP; and

WHEREAS, this work of the refercnced State agencies. in process at this time, will result in
adjustincnts that are currently unknown, but arc cxpected to he produccd within a reasonable
time; and

WHEREAS, the Highlands Act spccifies that conformance with the Regional Master Plan (Plan
Conformance) rcquires revisions to municipal and county master plans and development
regulations as applicable to the dcvclopment and usc of land to align them with the goals,
rcquirements and provisions of thc Regional Master Plan: and

WHEREAS, the choracter and proboble impacts of such revisions can only be developed
through careful study by qualified profcssionals, a scope of work that i1s beyond the budgeted
resourccs of Chester Borough, and

WHEREAS, grant funding is currently available through the Highlands Council for RMP plan
conformance studies, including a review of thc Council on Alfordable Housing third round
grawth projcctions, upon which the affordable housing obligation of Chester Borough is based:
and

WHEREAS, the Highlands Council's Plan Conformance Guidclincs provide thar far
Jurisdictions with any lands in the Planning Area, a Notice of Intent to conform 1o the Regional
Master Plan may be submitted al any time; and

WHEREAS, thc Borough aof Chester believes that it may be in the best interest of the Borough
of Chester to study submilling a petition to the Highlands Council secking voluntary RMP
canfonmance.
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED. that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Chester, being located entircly within the Planning Arca, hereby provides the Highlands Council
wath this Notice of Intcnt to study petitioning the Highlands Council for Plan Canformance

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED. in accordance with the Highlands Couneil's Plan
Conformance Guidelines, neither this Notice, nor a Notice of Intent t submit a Conformance
Pctition is binding with respect to lands within the Planning Area.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that thc Mayor and Council of thc Borough of Chester expcet
that the Highlands Council will provide grant funding for a study of thc impacts of RMP
Conformancc upon Chester Borough, beginning wath a preliminary assessment RMP, and that
further action by the Borough on that study is contingent upon this {unding; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in accordance with this Resolution, the Chester Borough
Council may suspend or discontinue study of the RMP Conformance process if and when the
Mayor and Council dctcrmine that Highlands RMP Conformunce is not desirable or consistent
with thc Barough's Master Plan, land use goals and objectives, or development objectives for the
Borough of Chestcr, or {or any other reason, or for no reason; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, this Resolution is notice to the Highlands Council that the
Mayor and Council of thc Borough of Chester has sct June 15, 2009 or 120 days after COAH
devclops its adjusted growth projections within the Highlands Region, with a specific component
number assigned to Chester Borough, whichever is later, gs the target date [or a decision on
whether the Borough will submit a Petition for Plan Confonnance
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CERTIFICATION: I herchy centify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a resolution

duly adopted by the Mayar and Council of the Borough of Chester, New Jersey, at a mecting
held on November 3, 2008.

Jawee 4. %@A__ \\
Valerie A. Egan, Munié{pal Clerk Denmus Verbaro. Mayor

Name [ Aye [ Ney [ Aosent | Abstain |
Davis Z X
| Finney M X
Iversen x
Marshuetz X
Robshaw ¥ _]
Schloesser X ]




