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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Historic Resources Inventory and Mapping – Interim Report provides an inventory of 

all State and National Register of Historic Places within the Highlands Region.  

Accompanying this inventory is a partially completed digital data layer indicating the spatial 

location of each of the items in the inventory.  Data on abandoned mines in the Highlands 

has been obtained from New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, New Jersey 

Geological Survey (NJGS) and is included in both map and list form. 

The Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act (Highlands Act) calls for an “assessment 

of scenic, aesthetic, cultural, historic . . . resources of the region.”  The Highlands Act 

includes this assessment under the section outlining the Resource Assessment component of 

the Regional Master Plan; however, from an overall planning framework, protection and 

management of historic and cultural resources is an important element of smart growth.  

Specifically historic and cultural resources figure prominently in revitalization opportunities, 

design standards, tourism programming, and quality of life issues.  For purposes of clarity 

and comprehensiveness of the smart growth principles of the Regional Master Plan, historic 

and cultural resources will be included as an element of the Smart Growth Component. 

LEGAL REQUIREMENTS FOR INCLUSION IN THE REGIONAL MASTER PLAN  

Section 10 of the Highlands Act states that:  

10. a. The goal of the regional master plan with respect to the entire Highlands Region shall be to protect and 

enhance the significant values of the resources thereof in a manner which is consistent with the purposes and 

provisions of this act…. 

Specifically the goals of the regional master plan with respect to the preservation area and the goals of the 

regional master plan with respect to the planning area are the same -- to preserve farmland and historic 

sites and other historic resources;. . .(N.J.S.A. 13:20-10(b)&(c)) 



The Highlands Act, in Section 11, further states:  

The regional master plan shall include,. . . 

 (1) A resource assessment which: 

  (b) includes an assessment of scenic, aesthetic, cultural, historic, open space, farmland and outdoor 

recreation resources of the region, together with a determination of overall policies required to maintain and 

enhance such resources;. . . (N.J.S.A. 13:20-11(a)(1)(b))  

CULTURAL AND HISTORIC RESOURCES 

No definition is given for cultural and historic resources in the Highlands Act; however, 

there are several accepted definitions commonly used by the preservation planning 

community. 

The State Development and Redevelopment Plan, March 2001 (State Plan), defines “historic 

site” as “any real property, manmade structure, natural object or configuration or any 

portion or group of the foregoing formally designated by the state, county or municipality of 

documented as being of historical, archaeological, cultural, pre-historic or architectural 

significance.” 

The State Plan defines “historic and cultural site” as “a site of generally less than one square 

mile which includes features or characteristics that have inherent cultural, historic or 

aesthetic significance of local, regional or statewide importance.  Such features include, but 

are note limited to: Greenways and Trails, dedicated open space, Historic Sites and Historic 

Districts, archaeological sites, Scenic Corridors, and natural landscapes of exceptional 

aesthetic or cultural value . . .” 

NEW JERSEY AND NATIONAL REGISTERS OF HISTORIC PLACES 

The Highlands Region Cultural Resources, located in Appendix A, is comprised of New 

Jersey Register of Historic Places (SR) and National Register of Historic Places (NR) listings.   

These listings include the buildings, structures, sites, objects, and districts in the Highlands 

for which a formal action has been taken by the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO).   
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The listings also include resources that have received Certifications of Eligibility (COE), 

opinions of eligibility from the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO Opinion), or 

Determinations of Eligibility (DOE) from the Keeper of the National Register. These 

properties and historic districts all meet the New Jersey and National Register criteria for 

significance in American history, archaeology, architecture, engineering or culture, and 

possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association.  

ABANDONED MINES 

The Highlands, largely by virtue of its industrial history, is home to a large number of 

abandoned mines.  These mines can be considered both a cultural resource as well as a 

potential hazard or brownfield site.  Of the 544 identified abandoned mines in New Jersey, 

518, representing 95% of the total, are located in the Highlands Region. 

The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, New Jersey Geological Survey, 

has mapped nine types of abandoned mines which include copper, graphite, iron, lead, mica, 

manganese, sulfide, uranium, and zinc.  The GIS point layer, last updated in September 

2005, contains locations and attributes and is mapped at a scale of 1:24,000.  The points in 

the data represent both specific and general locations of the mines and their workings.  

Some of the mines are more extensive than indicated by the point in the data because they 

have numerous openings, air shafts, entrances, etc., that extend farther out than the point 

location shown. 

The listing contains the name of the site, the alternate mine name, the mine dates of 

operation, the major mineral type extracted, the municipality where the mine is located, the 

county where the mine is located, it's coordinates, primary references, the major element at 

the mine, the USGS 7.5 minute quadrangle where the mine is located, information on 

whether the mine was located using the global positioning system and when the mine 

information was updated.  Those mines which do not have a specific name are listed as 

“unnamed.”  If no date of operation was available it was recorded as "0".
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APPENDIX A:  HIGHLANDS REGION CULTURAL RESOURCES 

APPENDIX B:  GLOSSARY OF TERMS AND ANNOTATIONS 

APPENDIX C:  GIS DATA LAYER OF CULTURAL RESOURCES 

  (Based on data available as of June 9, 2006) 

APPENDIX D: ABANDONED MINES OF THE HIGHLANDS – GIS DATA 

 POINTS AND LISTING  
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