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State Plan Today

Planning is 

not new in 

New Jerseyé

The State 

Plan 1934



Regional Planning in New Jersey

1921 Port Authority of NY/NJ - 1st interstate agency 

1961 Delaware River Basin Commission ðDE, PA, NJ

1960 Division of State and Regional Planning

1969 Hackensack Meadowlands Development Act

1973 Coastal Area Facility Review Act

1975 State Development Guide Plan

1979 Pinelands Protection Act

1985 State Planning Act

2004 Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act

2008 Highlands Regional Master Plan



Highlands Regional Master Plan 

Timeline
Á2001: The State Plan designates the Highlands Region as New Jerseyõs first 

Special Resource Area.

ÁSept. 19, 2003: The Highlands Task Force is created.

ÁAug. 10, 2004: The Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act is enacted.

ÁNov. 30, 2006: Draft of the Regional Master Plan released with a public 

comment period. 

ÁNov. 19, 2007: Final Draft Regional Master Plan released with an additional 

public comment period.

ÁJuly 17, 2008: After receiving more than 4,000 comments from more than 1,000 

respondents, the Regional Master Plan is adopted.

ÁSept. 5, 2008: Governor Jon S. Corzine approves the Highlands Regional Master 

Plan and signs Executive Order 114 providing $10 million for the HDC Bank.

ÁSept. 8, 2008: The Highlands Regional Master Plan goes into effect.

ÁDecember 8, 2009: Petitions for Plan Conformance due.





Á The federal Highlands Region is a 

3.5 million-acre region stretching 

across Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 

New York and Connecticut. 

Á The U.S. Forest Service, in 

cooperation with New York and 

New Jersey, issued a federal study 

on the Highlands in 1992.

Á That study was updated in 2002 

found an 11% population increase 

from 1990 to 2000. 

Á The Highlands Conservation Act 

was signed Nov. 30, 2004 by 

President Bush. The Act is 

designed to assist the four states in 

conserving land and natural 

resources in the Highlands Region 

through federal assistance for land 

conservation projects.

Highlands Region


