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Overview
• What is the New York- New Jersey Trail Conference?

• What is the Highlands Trail?

• What is new on the trail thanks to the Highlands Council?

• How does the trail benefit the New Jersey Highlands?



The Trail Conference
• The Trail Conference is a volunteer-lead organization 

partnering with land managers and regional authorities to 
build and protect public trails throughout the New York 
Metro Area.

• We use trails to promote strategic conservation and build 
community outdoors.

• We are also a trusted resource for maps and books that 
guide public use of more than 2,000 miles of trails.





Monksville Reservoir, Long Pond Ironworks State Park



Little Windbeam, North Jersey District Water Supply Commission



What’s New?
• Highlands Trail-specific signs installed along the whole 

length of the Trail add a layer of consistency across 
multiple park units and the entire region.

• A dedicated landing page hosted on the Trail Conference 
website with map resources and detailed information for 
hiking the Trail.

• Brochures about the Trail and the Highlands Region 
produced and distributed in high-visitation locations along 
the Trail.



Blazing the Trail!

Highlands Trail Blaze Highlands Trail Spur Blaze



Highlands Trail Sign Campaign

Long Distance Trail Sign



Highlands Trail Sign Campaign

Trailhead Sign Parking & Trail Directional Sign



How Many?
Sign Type Number Installed

Long Distance Trail Signs 11

Trailhead Signs 40

Directional/ Parking Signs 10

37 unique locations were scouted for potential signs 
along the length of the trail.



Long Distance Trail Sign 

Long Distance Trail Sign mounted to kiosk,
Schooley’s Mountain County Park

Tree-mounted Long Distance Trail Sign,
Long Pond Ironworks



Examples of Trailhead Signs

Sign mounted to post 
on the east bank of 
Riegelsville Bridge

Sign mounted to kiosk, 
Schooley’s Mountain 

County Park

Trailhead sign at Salt 
Gastropub, Stanhope



Landing Page & Mobile Website



Planning a Hike



Navigating the Trail
• The Highlands Trail free digital map 

available through Avenza is fully 
interactive with the ability to zoom in 
and out to different sections.

• Pinpoint your location on a map, even 
without cell or Wi-Fi connectivity, using 
your device’s GPS function.

• The map also features a built-in 
compass and coordinates.

• Add personal data points with photos 
and track your hikes in real time.



The Trail and the Highlands
• Trails serve as educational resources raising awareness 

about the geographical, historical and ecological 
significance of a location or region.

• Trails foster sustainable economic development and 
promote equitable access to nature.

• Long-distance trails are drivers for preservation of 
contiguous high conservation value lands 
adding connectivity between parks and open space.

• The Highlands Trail represents a thread through the whole 
region giving visitors an opportunity to experience and 
learn about the Highlands region.



Questions?

Scenic Overlook, Allamuchy State Park
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