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Plan Conformance Update
Plan ConformancePetitions 64 Petitions for Plan Conformancehave been

submitted ð(59 municipalities and 5 counties). Latest submissions from

Phillipsburg and Alpha. 47 Petitions (including 2 counties) have been

deemed Administratively Complete and posted to the Highlands Council

website.

Å Staff has reviewed36 Petitions and preparedDraft ConsistencyReview

and Recommendations Reports for each. Of these, 12 have been

completed and sent to the petitioning municipality or county (as listed

below);

In addition, Byram Township hasbeenapprovedby Highlands Council,

ChesterTownship is being consideredtoday, and Hampton Boroughõs

Petition is in the public comment period. The public can follow the Plan

Conformanceprocesson the website.

Tewksbury Twp Bethlehem Twp Califon Borough

Clinton Town Glen Gardner Borough LebanonBorough

Mount Olive Twp Rockaway Twp Passaic County

Mahwah Twp ChesterTwp Franklin Twp





Plan Conformance Update

Plan Conformance Grant Program: Following are the average 

amounts requested for reimbursement by municipalities that are 

participating in Plan Conformance grant activities.On average, 

reimbursement requests to date are within the base amounts 

established by the Highlands Council.  We do anticipate that some 

towns will need additional grants due to unique circumstances.

Towns Base Amount Average Number 

Module 1  $15,000 $13,177 67

Module 2 $10,000 $ 6,323 62

Module 3 $  7,500 $10,548 47

Module 4 $  2,000 $ 3,178 52

Module 5 $  2,500 $ 5,590 43

Module 6 $  5,000 $ 3,829 41

Module 7 $  8,000 $ 6,156 37

Total $50,000 $49,801



Public Hearing

Chester Township

Petition for Plan Conformance



Introduction to Chester Township

Photos above and to follow provided by Joan Case and the Highlands Council 



Chester Township Location

òIntheyearsleadingto therevolutionandon into theearly1800's,

ChesterTownshipwasan importantstagecoachstop on the trip

from New York, New Brunswick, and Morristown to

Phillipsburg.óðòChesterHistory,óChesterTownshipmunicipalwebsite



Chester Township
Background Statistics

Â Established:  1799

Â Population (2009):  7,771

Â Land Area:  29.2 sq. mi./ 
18,694 Acres

Â Agricultural Lands: 3.3 sq. 
mi. / 2,110 Acres (809 acres 
Preserved Farmland) ð11%

Â Preserved Lands: 11.3 sq. 
mi./ 7,258 Acres ð39%

Â Wetlands, Lakes & Ponds: 
3.4 sq.mi. / 2,152 Acres ð11%



Chester Township
Background Information

Â Significant Parks: Hacklebarney State Park, Black River Wildlife 

Management Area (state); Black River Greenway and Black River Park 

(county); Bamboo Brook Outdoor Education Center (county); Tiger Brook 

Park (municipal); Chubb Park (municipal)

Â Sites on the Highlands Scenic Resource Inventory:  
Hacklebarney State Park, Black River Wildlife Management Area, Bamboo 

Brook



Chester Township
Significant Highlands Statistics

Â Preservation Area Lands:  24.7 sq. mi./ 15,790 Acres ð84%

Â Planning Area Lands:  4.5 sq. mi./ 2,904 Acres ð16%

ü Highlands Open Water Protection : 12.4 sq. mi./7,933 Acres ð42%

ü Severe Steep Slope Areas: 6.9 sq. mi./ 4,448 Acres ð24%

ü Forest  Areas: 15.2 sq. mi./ 9,745 Acres ð52%

ü Agricultural Priority Areas: 9.2 sq. mi. / 5,874 acres ð31% 

ü Conservation Priority Areas: 6.2 sq. mi./ 3,956 Acres ð21%



Chester Township
Background Statistics ðLand Use

NJDEP Land Use/Land Cover (2005/2007) Acres Percent

Residential (Single & Multi Family) 3,870 21%

Commercial (Retail) 157 1%

Industrial & Transportation & Utilities 244 1%

Agriculture (Crops & Plantations) 2,131 11%

Recreational Lands (Public and Private) 132 1%

Other 306 2%

Subtotal Developed Lands
6,840 

(10.7 sq. mi.)
37%

Mixed Forest 8,694 47%

Shrub & Scrub 917 5%

Mixed Wetlands 2,027 11%

Barren Lands 84 1%

Surface Waters (Lakes, Ponds & Tributaries) 132 1%

Subtotal Natural Lands (incl. Open Space)
11,854

(18.5 sq. mi.)
63%



Chester Township, Morris County, NJ

Chester Township



Chester Township
Sampling of Township Planning Initiatives

In addition to maintainingan up-to-date ComprehensiveMaster

Plan (includingall mandatoryelementsand numerousoptional

elements),Chesterhas a history of proactive engagementin

communityplanningandconservationinitiatives:

Â Right to Farm Ordinance ð1996 (used as a municipal model)

Â Highlands Planning Area Land Use Assessment  ð2005

Â Chester Township and Chester Borough Consolidation Study 

Â Four Towns Recreation Plan ð2009 (Chester Township, Chester Borough, 

Mendham Township and Mendham Borough)

Â Environmental Plan and Utility Plan Master Plan Element Amendments to 

Protect Public Wells ð2004

Â Stormwater Management & Pollution Prevention Plans

Â Mayorõs Institute ðLace Factory Analysis for Redevelopment



Lace Factory Redevelopment and Restoration


















