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Plan Conformance

 To date, 70 of the 88 municipalities in the Highlands 
Region have approved a Notice of Intent.

 Highlands Council staff met with the two Preservation Area 
municipalities that have yet to file the Notice (Green and 
Roxbury).

 Of the seven Highlands counties, five have approved a 
Notice of Intent for the Preservation Area.

 Highlands Council staff met with the county planning staff 
to discuss County Plan Conformance.





Planning Grants

 Status of the Initial Assessment Grants Program - the $1.5 
million program that allocates up to $15,000 each for 
Highlands municipalities and counties:

68 municipalities have applied for a total of $1,014,767

 Status of the 2009 Plan Conformance Grants Program - the 
$7.5 million program that allocates between $50,000 to 
$100,000 each for Highlands municipalities:

50 municipalities have applied for a total of $2,500,000







Critical Habitat Consultant

Need for Consulting Services - The Highlands Regional Master Plan requires 

the development of a Critical Habitat Conservation and Management Plan.  

Consulting services are requires to assist the Highlands Council in the 

development of guidance. 

November 6, 2008 - Request for Qualifications sought the qualifications of firms 

to advise and assist the Highlands Council.  Seeking firms with extensive 

expertise in rare, threatened, and endangered wildlife and plant species habitat 

conservation and mitigation.

January 16, 2009 - Request for Proposal sought detailed proposals addressing 

Literature Review, Mitigation Strategies, New Mitigation Concepts, and 

Mitigation Examples. 



Availability 

Results
 Nearly two-thirds of 

region in water deficit, 
from small to very large

 RMP Requirements:

 Water  Use and 
Conservation 
Management Plans

 Mitigation for new water 
uses (125% to 200%)

 New water uses strictly 
limited

 Creation or worsening of 
deficits prohibited



Net Water Availability



Grant Program and Consultant for Water Use 

and Conservation Management Planning

Need for Program - The Highlands Regional Master Plan requires the 

development of Water Use and Conservation Management Plans for all 

Highlands watersheds.  Governor Corzine’s Executive Order 114 also ordered 

NJDEP to ensure that no water allocation permit or Water Quality 

Management Plan amendment were approved absent these plans in deficit 

areas outside of the Existing Community Zone. Grants and consulting services 

are requires to assist the Highlands Council in the development of these plans. 

October 20, 2008 - Request for Proposal sought detailed proposals addressing 

Water Use and Conservation Management Plan Pilot Project for ten pilot 

project areas affecting up to twenty HUC14 subwatersheds in Highlands 

municipalities or counties that represent the spectrum of deficit issues in the 

Highlands Region



www.highlands.state.nj.us


