
Subpart c.
Steep Slopes
Steep slopes within the Highlands Region play an important ecological, recreational, scenic and functional role. Steep slopes and rocky ridgelines provide specialized habitats that are home to rare plant and animal species. Areas of steep slope provide popular recreational opportunities including hiking, climbing and wildlife observation. Ridgelines, hillsides and steep slopes provide scenic views and vistas, which contribute to the rural character of the Highlands Region and help to define the landscape.  Disturbance of areas containing steep slopes can trigger erosion and sedimentation, resulting in the loss of topsoil.  Silting of wetlands, lakes, ponds and streams damages and degrades wetland and aquatic habitats, especially trout streams that are found throughout the Highlands and receive the State’s highest water quality protections.  Steep slope disturbance can also result in the loss of habitat quality, degradation of surface water quality, silting of wetlands, and alteration of drainage patterns.  These processes, when severe, can also result in land slumping and landslides that can damage both developed property and ecosystems.  The severity and extent of slopes, soil characteristics and land cover all affect the potential for damages from the disturbance of steep slopes.  The identification and classification of steep slopes is important in order to effectively manage critical natural resources in the Highlands Region.
	GOAL 1E
	PROTECTION AND ENHANCEMENT OF THE NATURAL, SCENIC AND OTHER RESOURCES OF THE HIGHLANDS REGION BY PROTECTION OF STEEP SLOPES FROM INAPPROPRIATE DEVELOPMENT AND DISTURBANCE

	Policy 1E1
	To develop, maintain and improve a mapped inventory of steep slope areas in the Highlands Region.

	Objective 1E1a  
	A mapped inventory of the Steep Slope Protection Area in the Highlands Region showing areas that are a minimum of 5,000 square feet for any combination of the following categories of steep slopes: a) 10% to less than 15%, b) 15% to less than 20%, and c) 20% and greater. 

	Objective 1E1b
	Periodic updates and refinements to the Steep Slope Protection Area.

	Objective 1E1c
	Apply LiDAR to develop a 2-foot interval contour topographic map as a basis for refining the identification of the Steep Slope Protection Area.

	Policy 1E2
	All lands with slopes of 20% or greater and lands within Riparian Areas with slopes of 10% and greater shall be considered as Severely Constrained Slopes.

	Policy 1E3
	All non-Riparian Area lands having a slope of 15% to less than 20% which are forested shall be considered Moderately Constrained Slopes.

	Policy 1E4
	All non-Riparian Area lands having a slope of 15% to less than 20% which are non-forested with one or more of the following characteristics shall be considered Constrained Slopes: a) highly susceptible to erosion; b) shallow depth to bedrock; or c) a Soil Capability Class indicative of wet or stony soils.

	Policy 1E5
	All non-Riparian Area lands having a slope of 15% to less than 20%, which are non-forested, are not highly susceptible to erosion, and do not have a shallow depth to bedrock or a Soil Capability Class indicative of wet or stony soils, shall be considered Limited Constrained Slopes.

	Policy 1E6
	To require through local development review and Highlands Project Review that applications for development include topographic information identifying the location of any Steep Slope Protection Areas located on the parcel proposed for development.

	Policy 1E7
	To require through local development review and Highlands Project Review that applications for development involving parcels of land with slopes of 10% or greater include identification of forested lands, areas which are highly susceptible to erosion, depth to bedrock and Soil Capability Classes.

	Policy 1E8
	To prohibit through local development review and Highlands Project Review land disturbance within areas which are Severely Constrained Slopes and Moderately Constrained Slopes, except for linear development in both the Preservation and Planning Areas that meets the requirements of N.J.A.C. 7:38-3.8(c)1-4.

	Policy 1E9
	To require through local development review and Highlands Project Review the use of low impact best development practices for any land disturbance or human development within areas which are Constrained or Limited Constrained Slopes, or that involves an approved disturbance of a Severely Constrained or Moderately Constrained Slope.

	Policy 1E10
	To require that conforming municipalities and counties implement the steep slope protection provisions of Policies 1E2 through 1E9 through master plans and development regulations.

	Policy 1E11
	To provide technical guidelines and assistance in support of Plan Conformance activities.








