	Subpart b.
RMP Updates 

	Issue Overview
	The RMP addresses the requirements of the Highlands Act to provide guidance to municipalities and counties for the implementation of the resource protection and smart growth policies during Plan Conformance. The Highlands Council recognizes that the RMP was created at a regional scale and that new, updated or additional information available at the federal, State, county, municipal or public level may become available. The RMP Updates Program outlines the processes for making RMP Updates to the numerous components of the RMP including the Land Use Capability Map Series (LUCM Series), other RMP maps, and supporting base data layers, and the tracking of these changes.

	RMP Policies and Objectives Addressed
	Policy 6A1. To use the Land Use Capability Map Series (LUCM Series) as a geographic framework for land use planning and management within the Highlands Region. 

Objective 6A1a. A Highlands Land Use Capability Map Series based on the most current and available data.

Policy 6A2. To develop a program for RMP Updates for all substantive components of the RMP based upon the receipt of new, corrected or updated factual information and verification by the Highlands Council, when and where necessary to improve the accuracy of the RMP.

Objective 6A2a. The facilitation and coordination of the exchange of factual information for the purpose of updating municipal and county planning elements and the RMP.

Objective 6A2b. An ongoing update process to accept factual updates, verify the information and use it, when and where necessary, to improve the accuracy of the RMP.  
Objective 6A2c. A centralized repository for verified and approved factual updates which can be administered locally and shared regionally.



	Program Summary
	The RMP Updates Program is designed to facilitate and coordinate the exchange and verification of updated, relevant factual information.  As a result the RMP will reflect the most current data for use during Plan Conformance.    The RMP Updates Program is an iterative process with the exchange, verification and administration of factual information between the Council and local government units.  It is intended to enhance existing data necessary for local planning which results in up to date, reliable information to be used in municipal and county master plan elements and the RMP. 

The Council has developed numerous spatial data layers in support of the RMP. Some were used directly to develop the LUCM Series, while others will be used primarily for Plan Conformance or Project Review. The Historic and Cultural Sites data layer is an example of a base data layer that was not used in the development of the LUCM Series, but will be used during Plan Conformance and Highlands Project Review. Some of the base data layers are updated regionally or statewide on a periodic basis by State or Federal agencies or updated by the Council. Where a base layer is updated on a regional or statewide scale, such as NJDEP Land Use Land Cover, the Council will periodically evaluate the extent to which RMP Updates are appropriate using the new information.



	RMP Updates Process

	The RMP Update Program will begin immediately upon Plan Adoption and will provide conforming municipalities and counties with an opportunity to review and confirm factual information and data.  Much like an inventory, the existing land, resource and infrastructure conditions serve as the basis for municipal and county planning elements and the RMP.  

With guidance from the Council, municipalities and counties are encouraged to evaluate and update the factual information used in the development of the RMP with local and site-specific data.  This program has been developed to ensure that RMP Updates are delivered with consistent standards, supported with appropriate documentation, is coordinated and verified with administrative agencies, to support existing land and resource conditions.  
Since land use and resources conditions change over time, the RMP Updates Program is an on-going and iterative process.  The Council supports the review and confirmation of existing land and resource conditions during Plan Conformance until such time that a municipality or county has successfully conformed to the RMP.  For conforming municipalities and counties, the RMP Update Program serves to encourage future updates so that changing land conditions and resources are tracked over time in an efficient and transparent manner through Highlands Project Review or as part of scheduled RMP Updates performed by the Council.  
Non-conforming municipalities are equally encouraged to submit RMP Updates; however, processing priority will be given to those municipalities and counties who have achieved Plan Conformance or who have filed a letter of intent to pursue Plan Conformance.  The Council will also develop RMP Update procedures that will provide additional details such as the use of web based RMP Update applications, a list of base layers, administrative agencies, and digital submission standards.
There are numerous Council data layers that may be improved with input from municipal and county information. These base layers are important to municipal and county master plans, local initiatives and the RMP.  The Council will facilitate updates and the RMP Updates procedures will identify the format in which updates may be processed and, where appropriate, will identify an appropriate administrator for an update to Council base layers.   



	
	 

	
	 

	RMP Updates - Digital Submission Standards
	For all RMP Updates, the digital submission standard will assist the Highlands Council and its participating entities in receiving, processing, utilizing, maintaining and disseminating digital data. All digital submissions shall meet the NJDEP Geographic Information System Mapping and Digital Data Standards (N.J.A.C. 7:1D Appendix A) and the following minimum requirements:
1. All digital geospatial data must meet or reference published standards such as those defined by the Federal Geographic Data Committee or a defined survey standard, regardless of scale.  Testing against base maps or photography of known accuracy determines the accuracy of data.  This will ensure appropriate positional accuracy of the geographic data, and therefore, compatibility of digital information.

2. All digital geospatial data must be provided to or produced for the Council as GIS Shape Files (.SHP) and are required to be in North American Datum 1983 (NAD83) horizontal geodetic datum, and in the New Jersey State Plane Coordinate System (SPC) or the most current SPC and in an ARCGIS compatible format.  

3. All digital geospatial data must be documented using the Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) Metadata Standard or be compliant with the FGDC metadata standard.
Any submissions to the Highlands Council that do not satisfy the requirements shall be deemed incomplete and no further action shall be taken. See the NJDEP Geographic Information System Mapping and Digital Data Standards (N.J.A.C. 7:1D Appendix A for the complete submission standards. 

	RMP Updates Tracking 
	All Council approved RMP Updates will be documented and publicly available. To provide an accurate picture of the progression that the RMP and LUCM Series takes over time, RMP Updates that are made shall be maintained in a database and as GIS spatial data in accordance with Highlands data management and data sharing protocols. 


