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Musconetcong Watershed Association

New Jersey HigWands Council
100 North Road

Chester, NJ 07930

February 23, 2008

Dear Council Members,

I am submitting these comments on behalf of the Musconetcong Watershed Association, an
independent, non-profit organization formed in 1991 to protect and improve the quality of the
Musconetcong River Watershed, including its natural and cultural resources, through water
monitoring, public education programs and promoting sustainable land use practices.

We believe that the state's Smart Growth policies should be fully embraced so that New Jersey can
build sustainable communities while preserving as much open space as possible. In order to provide
incentives for re-development within existing communities, we believe that public sewer and water
capacity should only be made available in those developed areas where infrastructure presently
exists. Additional sewer and water capacity should be allowed only for development or
redevelopment projects in the Existing Community Zone or where documented threats to public
health and safety exist.

To that end, we feel that public water and sewer service should not be allowed to expand into
Protection Zones or Conservation Zones in either the Planning or Preservation Areas as they are
described in the Regional Master Plan.

Thefollowing comments concern the Wild and Scenic status of the Musconetcong River, which is not
addressed in the Draft Regional Master Plan.

The Musconetcong National Scenic and Recreational River and its River Management Plan are not
specifically cited in the HigWands Draft Regional Master Plan. The HigWands Land Use Capability
Zone Map Atlas includes no coverages or boundary delineations of the Musconetcong National
Scenic & Recreational River. The Musconetcong River is a critical resource in the HigWands Region,

its special status as a National Wild and Scenic River should be cited in the body of the Highlands
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