
TOWNSHIP OF FRANKLIN

COUNTY OF WARREN STATE OF NEW JERSEY

February 27,2008

Dear Ms. Swan:
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Eileen Swan, Executive Director
New Jersey Highlands Council
Attention: Draft Plan Comments
100 North Road, Chester, NJ 07930

As Mayor of Franklin Township I wish to present a number of comments and questions
on the November 2007 Highlands Regional Master Plan for consideration by the
Highlands Council.

1. We are pleased that the current Land Use Capability Map now incorporates some of
the villages of Broadway and New Village in the "Existing Community Zone",
however; the north side of Route 57 in Broadway should be changed to this
designation in recognition of the existing developed pattern on the ground. The same
holds true for the historic village of Asbury. It is our expectation that Franklin
Township can move to have these changes implemented prior to or during Plan
Conformance as a map update/correction.

2. We continue to recommend greater flexibility in the Planning Area to allow for new
investment and development which is essential to the economic viability of
municipalities throughout the region. In Franklin, as I pointed out in last year's
comments on the first draft RMP, 75 percent of the Township falls within the
Planning Area, the vast majority of which is assigned to either the Protection or
Conservation zones. This has serious consequences for our long-standing plans for a
distribution complex in proximity to Interstate 78 and will likewise complicate our
efforts to create an affordable housing zone.

I am pleased to see the current RMP offers a map adjustment process which
represents a significant step forward in addressing the question of flexibility yet the
specifics of this mechanism are not entirely clear. We need to know if the map
adjustment process outlined in Policy 6A3 allows us to reassign the two locations
cited above to an Existing Community Zone, subject of course to the criteria set forth
in Policy 6A3, and if so, will the Township be required to compensate for the
reduction of the affected Protection and Conservation zone acres?
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