COMMENTS ON HIGHLANDS RMP AIR QUALITY 12-1307 N

The RMP draft states the need for regional and sub-regional analysis of air quality in the
Highlands. The text weighs heavily on auto emissions but fails to adequately discuss
interstate commuter generated pollution. It also sidesteps the severity of non-attainment
areas attributed to outside sources such as Pennsylvania coal-burning power plants. RMP
policy must formally commit to a goal to see all areas of the Highlands be freed from
non-attainment conditions. The approach should not be limited to development and
redevelopment stakeholders with local officials to the exclusion of residents and citizen

groups.

The RMP should include policies and incentives regarding remedial efforts such as
voluntary reforestation, conservation and renewable energy specific to individual
property owners and local citizen groups facilitating responsible land stewardship within
their Highlands communities.

Although the RMP acknowledges that 40% of air pollutants and 80% of carcinogens
originate in the Highlands from auto emissions, it does not mention the reality of the
significant impact of interstate commuter and trucking emissions on Highlands’ air
quality. With Interstate 80 and 78 intersecting and running parallel through much the NJ
Highlands, a large portion of auto emissions originates from drivers who are not
Highlands residents. This reality needs to be factored into the RMP toward achieving the
reduction of auto emissions impacting the Region.

Considering the emerging public health issues linked to air quality in the Highlands,

it is not enough to monitor just for ozone, fine particulate matter and sulfur dioxide in the
existing happenstance manner. A host of volatile organic compounds need to be added to
the monitoring system. Such VOC monitoring needs to be comprehensive and consistent
across the Region. This has been urged to be included in the RMP in previous public
comment.

The RMP still fails to recognize that a permanent, comprehensive and consistent air
quality monitoring system is not in place at this time. The Highlands Council needs to
work diligently with NJDEP on getting a permanent monitoring system which tests for
the same substances to be analyzed by comparison over time dropping the “if needed” in
the “Monitoring” section. The need already exists.

As the Highlands Council coordinates with NJDEP on air quality issues, it is essential
that air quality monitoring be driven by scientific proactive planning and not primarily on
the basis of specific crisis, as has been the mode. Thorough data is critical for measuring

the impact of growth on air quality as the Region is shaped under the parameters of the
plan.







